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Abstract:

Mohammed Arkoun is one of the most prominent contemporary thinkers
who sought to renew Islamic thought by adopting the concepts and critical tools
of modernity. He viewed modernity as a profound vision that transcended a
historical stage, to practice critical thinking and deconstruct rigid religious
thought. He sought to integrate Islamic thought with the philosophical dimensions

that intertwine religion, science, and history.

In language, Arkoun established a critical mind instead of accepting
religious texts as absolute, and aimed to re-understand human heritage and read it
with new epistemological and anthropological tools. This approach was meant to
communicate with contemporary reality, build the future, and liberate the

religious mind to be able to interact with the changing world.

He also considered that modernity is a new reading of the Islamic heritage
— a re-understanding and interpretation of it — to be the basis for building an
authentic Islamic modernity that is not separate from its roots, but rather looks to

the future.

Thus, for Arkoun, modernity is not an imitation of the West, but rather a
critical mental practice based on questioning established principles and reshaping
them according to Islamic frameworks. It involves rebuilding thought on rational
and secular foundations in order to practice intellectual modernity, with the aim

of building a modern Islamic thought.

Keywords: Modernity, heritage, rationalism, Islamic thought, Mohammed

Arkoun.
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