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Abstract:

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in participatory democracy, especially
at the local level, as it aims to overcome the shortcomings recorded for representative
democracy, by paying attention to expanding the scope of active participation of various local
actors in the conduct of public affairs, as a basis for strengthening the foundations of local
democracy, and enhancing citizen participation in adopting Development policies, programs,
as well as decisions related to their local affairs, and this is intended to meet all their
requirements. Therefore, participatory democracy expresses a new philosophy aimed at
addressing imbalances at the level of the structure of representative democracy.

On the other hand, to enhance the practical work of participatory democracy, it requires
the existence of an environment that expresses the rule of the residents of the region and the
management of their own affairs. However, the local government expresses the rule of the
residents of one region, managing their own affairs and taking decisions regarding them
without the intervention of the central bodies, which necessitates the presence of elements that
concern local government through increasing the powers and the enjoyment of the moral
personality by the local bodies. , which grants it administrative and financial independence in
exercising its functions and making decisions regarding them.

In this regard, the research revolves around the embodiment of participatory democracy
and the local government system in both Algeria and Tunisia by addressing the various legal
and political bases, in the context of strengthening participatory democracy at the local level,
and establishing the foundations of local governance, through the reforms it has taken in order
to achieve more powers and competencies. which grants autonomy to its local communities.

Through the study, the researcher concluded:

Considering local governance as one of the effective mechanisms in promoting
participatory governance and thus achieving local participatory democracy in order to achieve
development.

Algeria's adoption of participatory democracy was recent, which makes us say that its
mechanisms are still incomplete in terms of influencing the adoption of policies and decision-
making for various actors at the local level.

The true will of the Tunisian regime appears in the 2014 constitution after the Tunisian
movement of 2011, towards laying the groundwork for participatory local governance, which
takes into account the implementation of local developmental public policie
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The reforms adopted by Algeria for local communities remain limited, which makes them
express the term local administration and not local governance.

Keywords: participatory democracy, local governance, local actors, local groups, local
authority.
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