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The broken ego and the alterity of pain in contemporary Algerian poetry. The poem by
Ammar Boualdhanas an example" How Do | Sing
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Abstract:

In the poem "And How Can | Sing?!" by Algerian poet Ammar Bouddahane,
the use of free verse is evident in expressing feelings of despair and sadness. The
poem features flexible rhythm and repetition, with the poet repeatedly asking "And
how can I sing?!" to reflect the inability to express joy in the face of harsh realities.
The poem relies on free verse rather than fixed rhyme, giving it a flexible and
evolving character that mirrors the poet's psychological state. The poet employs
strong figurative language, such as "my heart is shrapnel™ and "the stars are sad," to
deepen the emotional impact and convey fragmentation and destruction. The poem's
sectioned structure supports the free flow of ideas and emotions, enhancing the
authenticity and depth of expression
Keywords: ego, alterity, pain, contemporary Algerian poetry, alienation.
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