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Abstract:
The Punic Wars, or the Roman—Carthaginian Wars, were among the most
violent conflicts of the ancient world, between land-based Rome and naval
Carthage. Their events extended from 264 to 146 BCE. Polybius’ Histories is the
main source for this period, since he lived during the events and witnessed the
fall of Carthage. His intellectual background, shaped by Greek philosophy and

political and military experience, allowed him to present a rational analysis
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beyond simple narration. Polybius argued that these wars resulted mainly from
Rome’s expansion and the clash of its interests with Carthage’s attempts to
protect its trade. Yet modern studies have shown other dimensions such as
growing economic rivalry, cultural conflict, and diplomatic mistakes. Polybius
also explained Rome’s rise through organization and discipline, trying to draw
lessons for the Greek reader. Despite the scientific value of his writings, he was
criticized for a relative bias toward Rome and for ignoring some social and

economic aspects.

Keywords: Carthage, Polybius, Punic Wars, Romans.
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