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Irrigation System : Al Fuggara and the Mechanisms of
Distributing Water in the Southwest of Algeria
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Al-Fuggara is an irrigation system found in the Tuat region in
southern Algeria, it is unique in its organization and water distribution.
Unlike anywhere else in the world, it operates without the need for
power, tools to move or measure water, functioning naturally and
automatically throughout the year. Al-Fuggara is not just an irrigation
system; it is an integrated economic and social system upon which life in
Tuat area has historically depended. In 2018, the UNESCO recognized
"Kiyyal al-Ma’" — the person responsible for measuring and distributing
water in Al-Fuggara — as an intangible cultural heritage, reflecting the
cultural and heritage significance of the system. This article aims to
highlight the creative and organizational aspects of the Zenati Amazigh
man, in his quest for water in the Sahara.

Keywords: | Al-Fuggara; Tuat; Algerian Sahara; Oases; Zenata; Irrigation
Systems.
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