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Taha Abderrahmane is considered one of the leading contemporary thinkers who
offered a profound critique of Western modernity, particularly from an ethical perspective.
His work revolves around the moral crisis of the modern world, which he sees as a direct
result of philosophical trends that separated religion from philosophy, rationalized ethics, and
ultimately secularized it. For Abderrahmane, these developments stripped ethics of its
spiritual depth and turned moral action into a utilitarian practice driven by individual interest

and pragmatic rationality.

He argues that modern Western philosophy transformed ethics into a set of external
norms governed by instrumental reason, disconnected from any transcendent or spiritual
foundation. This process, which he refers to as the "secularization” or "mundanization™ of
ethics, led to the loss of its inner meaning and reduced it to a social or legal mechanism.
Furthermore, he criticizes what he calls the "ritualization™ or mechanical application of
ethics—where moral behavior is reduced to habitual actions lacking sincere internal

transformation.

In response, Abderrahmane proposes an alternative ethical paradigm rooted in Islamic
spirituality and philosophical tradition. Central to his vision is the concept of takhallug—the
internalization and embodiment of virtues through spiritual struggle, not merely conforming
to moral rules. His ethical philosophy emphasizes the integration of aql mu’ayyad (spiritually
guided reason) in place of agl mujarrad (detached, abstract reason), and insists on grounding
moral action in sincerity (ikhlas), intention (niyya), and divine accountability.

Abderrahmane's project goes beyond simply critiquing modernity. It seeks to
reconstruct an Islamic ethical framework that restores the connection between reason and
revelation, philosophy and spirituality. In doing so, he reintroduces a vision of the human
being as a moral and spiritual agent, rather than merely a rational actor. His work thus
represents a serious attempt to renew Islamic moral philosophy and offer a meaningful

alternative to the ethical impasse of Western modernity.

Keywords: moral thought-Taha Abdul Rahman-ethics of Western modernity.
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