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Abstract:

his study addresses the theme of spatial setting in the novel "Thorns and
Carnations” by Palestinian writer Yahya Al-Sinwar, through an analysis of the
spatial structure and its role in shaping meaning and significance within the
narrative. The study begins by defining the theoretical concepts related to space
and place, employing a semiotic approach to uncover the symbolic and socio-
political dimensions of space in the novel.

The research focuses on categorizing the narrative spaces into two main types:
closed spaces (such as the home, school, prison, and university) and open
spaces (such as the refugee camp, street, nature, and roads), analyzing their
characteristics and narrative functions. It also highlights the interaction between
space and other narrative elements such as characters, time, and description,
forming a cohesive storytelling structure.The novel illustrates how space in
Palestinian literature transforms from a mere backdrop into an active agent of
resistance. The prison becomes a school of struggle, the refugee camp a symbol
of resilience, and the road a path of transformation. The study also reveals the
dialectical relationship between characters and place, where each influences and
shapes the other—humans are affected by place and also reconstruct it in return.
The analysis concludes that the novel carries profound national and humanistic
dimensions, reflecting the experience of Palestinian captivity from within, and
employing spatial setting as a powerful expressive tool to reinforce themes of
struggle, identity, and belonging.

Keywords: spatial setting, Thorns and Carnations, Yahya Al-Sinwar, open
space, closed space, prison, refugee camp, resistance, semiotic analysis,
narrative elements.
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