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The dialectic of connection and separation between east and west

Novel: "Laz" by TaharOuatar
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Abstract:

In the novel "Laz" By: Tahar Ouatar published in 1972, and which established the foundations for the novel genre
in Algeria, we find that the relationship of East to West has a special character governed by the balance of power
both inside and outside Algeria (the golden age of Socialism in Algeria, and its spread in the world on a large
scale)

The representations of the West in this novel are primarily derived from the author’s political and ideological
vision by telling him a revolutionary writer, and a leftist militant who uses literature to raise awareness, and
engineering minds and hearts, and modeling the society imagination from given cultural standpoints.

So we find the hero of the novel "Zidene" who is considered a transit bridge between East and West represents
this confrontations which stands on connection and separation; separation from the colonial capitalist West and its
dismantling, and the connection to the popular revolutionary militant West which represents the labour
revolutionary militant class which aims at lying foundations for a new West that will destroy capitalism and the
dominant colonial West. Such connection is embodied by a woman named "Suzane" who is associated with the
hero to lead him towards survival, salvation and rooting in Socialism.

The West is a woman for the Arab novelists as was the East a woman for the western romantisists in the
nineteenth century. The West is all inspirations, desires, projections and symbols related to woman. But unlike
many Arab writers, who have set up the western woman in their writing imagination as a symbol representing the
impossibility of civilization and culture connection with the West (Tawfik El-Hakim, Souhilldriss, Tayeb Salah
...etc.), Ouatar used the French woman as a symbol of liberty, encounter between peoples and solidarity between
revolutionary powers in the world. From the standpoint of internationalism ideology and the common human
destiny, it is "Arian Thread" which saves the hero, the East and humanity.

Unlike "Kipling" pessimistic view which sees East and West as parallel lines which do never meet, TaharOuatar
lays foundations for connection, dialogue and transcending towards a socialist dream and a promising human
blessedness.

Key words : Tahar, Ouatar, novel, Laz, dialectic, east, west.
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