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Between Legal Standards and Cultural Values: Comparative Perspectives on
Sexual Harassment Legislation in the Western and Arab World
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Abstract : Throuth this article, our objective is to provide a broad overview of the legal
evolution of sexual harassment within the professional communities of both the Western
and Arab worlds. We aim to delve into the legal trajectory that this phenomenon has
undergone, drawing insights from a compilation of articles and studies on the subject. Our
approach involves summarizing, analyzing, and disseminating the knowledge gleaned, with
a particular focus on data acquired through a conducted field study. Despite legal
advancements in addressing sexual harassment in certain Western and Arab countries like
France, the United States, and Algeria, the persistence of the phenomenon is evident. Each
country's response is influenced by its cultural heritage, lived realities, and the dynamics of
the sexual power structure. The subordinate perception of women is not a contemporary
creation but rather a consequence of historical cultural and civilizational legacies that
dictated a specific role for women. What women encounter today can be seen as a
continuation of the remnants of these historical positions. Notably, the responsibility of
employers concerning issues of sexual harassment and the treatment of victims has played a
role in shaping and advancing legal frameworks in some developed.
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