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Between Memory and History: The Early Local Narrative of
the Conquest of the Islamic Maghreb
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One of the basic facts of historiography is that many works known to
have existed in the medieval period have note survived to modern times.
Investigation of the existing texts thus sometimes involves attempts to
reconstruct lost sources. This paper demonstrates the early narratives of
The Islamic Conquest of the Maghreb, and explains the relationship
between memory and history in representing the events of the conquest,
and how these narratives reached us. By returning to the first Arabic-
Byzantine texts, Which, it turns out, does not often reflect the true past,
as much as reflects the circumstances of remembering. What is he
purports to be seventh- and eighth century history by historians, reflects
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their industry and their ingenuity and ambition, more than it does the
long-lost reality of that history.

Keywords: |-The Maghreb; conquest ;Early Narrative ; Memory ; history
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" Fred M. Donner, Narratives of Islamic Origins: The Beginnings of
Islamic Historical Writing, Darwin Press, Incorporated; Third Printing
edition, 1998, p. 9-22.

> Robert Brunschvig, "Tbn Abd al-Hakam et la conquéte de I'Afrique du
Nord par les Arabes: étude critique", Al-Andalus de I'Institut d’études
orientales, 40 (1975), p. 129-179

? Hadi Roger Idris. "Examen critique des recits d'al-Milik'i et d'Ibn 'Idhirl
sur la conquéte de 'Ifrlgiya’, Arabica 11 (1964), pp. 5-18

*Hadi Roger Idris « Le récit d'al-Miliki sur la conquéte de I'Ifrigiyah »,
Revue des Etudes IsIamiques 37 (1969), pp. 117-149.

> Mohamed Talbi, « Un nouveau fragment de l'histoire de I'Occident
Musulman (62-196/682-812) : L'épopée d'al-Kahina », Cahiers de Tunisie
19 (1971), pp. 19-52.

® Walter Emil Kaegi, Muslim Expansion and Byzantine Collapse in North
Africa. Cambridge University Press. 2010.
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8Dominique Valérian, la permanence du christianisme au Maghreb:
I'apport problématique des sources latines, in Islamisation et Arabisation de
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Sorbonne Collection, Paris, 2011, pp.131-149
% Patricia crone & Michael Cook, Hagarism the making of the Islamic
World, Cambridge Universiry Press, 1977, p.3
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Africa, op. cit., p. 36,293
"Doctrina Jacobi, G. Dagron, V. Déroche, Juifs et Chrétiens dans I’Orient
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Juan Gil, Instituto Antonio de Nebrija, Madrid, 1973, vol.1, p.10.
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* Allaoua Amara, la transmission du savoir historique en al-andalous et au
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* Fred M. Donner, Narratives of Islamic Origins, op. cit., p 9-22.

75 P ch 1983 2 b (@aym (o VJ'"J\ BN LO)S-)}Uj L}J:J\ @)Lﬂ\ Sl gﬂa«ax“

.76

13—11 P c&gL« laPs 4}5}& )}"-’J" .

okl ale i Lnal (3 oL elT Oty 8 KM Ayl bl aals : sales L

21-7 PP 4(2017)6 g, elul,al)

o o2 (2016)4 ) ol jghaul a2 "ag ) 2l 85Tl sl 1l fsS ey “

24-13

* Paul Ricceur, L'écriture de l'histoire et la représentation du passé,
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