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Abstract

The American Civil Rights movement has been healdlpated throughout the history of the
United States. Afro-Americans have been subjeaédatutal kinds of segregation, both inside
and beyond the law. Black people, of both gendejscted the injustice that devoured the
American society at the time.The present study éxaanthe possible causes that resulted in
the American civil rights movement. Equally reletjathe goal of this research is to
emphasize the significance of trailblazers blackdke activists in this movement.This study
aims to interpret historical events through qualiaresearch, which requires gathering and
evaluating data from both primary and secondarycgsu A comprehensive literature review
was conducted, and the information and data galhane studied from a theoretical point of
view, applying the descriptive and narrative apphes to investigate and interpret the
documented stories. The study examined the fundainkey determinants of the American
civil rights movement .The study revealed thatllfazer black female activists played an
essential role in the nonviolent revolution thatles a century of segregation and achieved

equality for black people.
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General Introduction

1. Background of the Study

The civil rights movement sought to ensure equaksg to and opportunity for the
basic privileges and rights of U.S. citizenship Adrican Americans. After the American
Civil War, which ended slavery in 1865, the Recangton Amendments to the Constitution
of the United States extended freedom and constitait rights of citizenship to all Afro-
Americans. Although the civil rights movement hasl rioots in the nineteenth century and
persisted into the 1950s and 1960s, it was duhag time that many of its most prominent
achievements occurred. African Americans, alonghwithites, led the campaign at a
community level. They achieved their objectivesusyng legitimate methods, negotiations,

petitions and peaceful protests.

The civil rights movement was based inthe Ameri&wuth, where the African
American population was dominant and racial ineityial education, employment prosperity
and political legal systems that were most appaeginning in the late nineteenth century,
local and federal governments enacted Jim Crowsligpn and imposed restrictions on
voting requirements, keeping black people econdigiead politically weak. Black people
were denied the right to vote in southern areagsetdrom public facilities and faced racial
discrimination in nearly every aspect of daily liexposed to insults and violence, and could
not expect accountability from the courts. Howetbg civil rights movement had taken a
major step, and transformation was already on thg. vAs an income, education and job
prospects grew more available, they became morefband got more involved in groups
fighting for their legal and civic equality.Althobgnales occupied the majority of leadership
roles in civil rights organizations, women were iagolved in the campaign for equality.

While Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer, Ida Barnetis¥ahd Ella Baker were among women



who acquired national attention for their activigimere were hundreds of other women who

worked to secure African-American rights.

2. Statement of the Problem

Since the first Africans were shipped to AmericagBlack population in the United
States has been a victim of racial violence. Desthie fact that the Civil War abolished
slavery and granted liberated Blacks some fundaahemtil rights, individuals of African
heritage continued to strive for their civil rightShe passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th
constitutional amendments, the Civil War amendmeptsvided for the elimination of
slavery and guaranteed Blacks and whites equatitheluthe law.On a national and universal
scope, the civil rights movement emphasizes thgestulof racial violence and gender
inequality. Thus, this research explores the furetgal reasons behind the civil rights
movement and demonstrates the role of black wontem stood up to legal segregation and

white supremacy, which defined black Americansésrior people.

3. Research Questions

The current study seeks to provide conclusive arsteethe following questions:
1-What were the forms of racial violence inflicted African Americans?
2-What were the fundamental reasons for the Ameroal rights movement?
3-Who were the trailblazers black women?
4- What is the role that trailblazers black woméayed in the civil rights movement?

4. Hypotheses

To answer the questions of this research, the stadgiders the following hypotheses:
1-African Americans have endured various formsagfal violence throughout history.
2-Legal segregation, economic discrimination ardad@eparation were the main reasons for

the American civil rights movement.



3-While Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer, Ida Barnettl3VElla Baker and Dorothy Iren
Height along with other women were the main fenfigleres of themovement.

4- Black women played a major role in the movempngritising their children's education,
they also worked side to side with men, particigateorganizations, organized marches and
socially held prestigious positions

5. Aims of the Study:

This study examines the role of black women invasth during this period. It also
investigates the basic reasons that led to the warercivil rights movement, as well as
exploresthe roots of racial violence in Americaiaggblack citizens by listing its forms.

6. Research Methodology

The method used to conduct this research is theriwal descriptive-analytical
method. The study describes the historical evdrasgaved the way for the black people to
conduct the American civil rights movement, thdanexplores the role of trailblazers black
women in the movement.

This methodology requires a systematic collectiod a comprehensive analysis of
data. Thus, the data used in this study have beeved from primary and secondary sources
including books, articles, and reliable websites.

7. The Significance of the Study

The study attempts to consider the factors thathtigvolve the African American
people in the American civil rights movement.In @idd, itexplores the racial violence that
black citizens endured in the nineteenth centuhys Tesearch also examines the contribution
of black women activists in the peaceful revolution
8. Structure of the Study

The research is divided into two chapters. Thd filepter entitled Reasons for the

American civil rights movement; provides a compreheedescription of the political, social



and economic factors that black society faced dfterreconstruction era that contributed to
the rise of the American civil rights movement. Téecond chapter entitled Trailblazers
Black Women’s Contributions and Achievements in American Civil Rights Movement
addresses the most known female figures wholefimrgportant mark in the history of the

African American society.
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Reasons for the American Civil Rights Movement
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Introduction

For African-Americans, the year 1865 is a year elebration. It was the last day of
slavery. Unfortunately, it also declared the siafrta new period of oppression. Racism
pervaded American society, and African Americangewnot enjoying their ostensibly
newfound freedom. The following chapter explores litstory of the Civil Rights movement
and its reasons, in order to better understantidbkground of racial violence against African
Americans. This chapter begins with the sufferirigblack people at the hands of white
people; it also covers political legislation andjamizations that portrayed the white race as
dominant and the black race as inferior. In addijtibalso covers racial and social conditions

experienced by black people in the 1950s.

1. Terrorist Associations and Racial Superiority

White supremacy hashitherto dominated Americanohystis an ideology. White
supremacy is defined as "the conviction that théemace is naturally superior to other races
and white people should have rule over persons tbéroraces,” (Merriam- Webster

dictionary, n.d).

White supremacy was common among both northermetssautherners prior to the
Civil War.After four years of war and the EmancipatProclamation, which freed 4 million
slaves, the victorious south felt obligated to neimand defend white supremacy against the
danger of former slaves. During Reconstruction,tevBupremacists organized political and
social groups to defend whites while terrorizinga@ds in order to maintain them in a
subordinate position and pass laws that encouraaddl inequity. Southerners refused to
embrace equality with their former slaves becauddbear innate racial hierarchy (whites are

superior over blacks)(Terkel, 1993).



To counter the Reconstruction transformationswhie reaction showed itself in the
form of terrorist groups. The Ku Klux Klan, whichaw formed in 1866, was not the only
racist organization; the Knights of the White Cdiag|1867), the White League (1874), and
the Red Shirts were other racist organizations §L8¥hese all shared the same concept of
white supremacy and the methods of using violencscare blacks and Republican votes,
ranging from secrecy to public knowledge. As a ltesuthe fall of Reconstruction in 1877,
these terrorist groups were able to seize confrthhe southern half of the country based on

the belief in white supremacy (PBS, 2017).

1.1 TheKKK's Violence against African Americans

Prior to The Civil war, six Confederate southertd®ys assembled in Tennessee in
1866 to form the Ku Klux Klan, which developed iraon organization until it was suppressed
by the federal government in 1871. Despite thig band reformed in 1915 and 1950,
respectively. The Ku Klux Klan was formed in 186&das an extremist, white supremacist
organization. The Klan's purpose was to oppose BRigamism, the Reconstruction policy of
the United States Congress following the Civil WWaorder to restore white supremacy and
suppress African Americans' voting and civil righithe KKK employed violence and
intimidation against Blacks and their white allieskeep them from participating in politics.
They wore white robes and robes and claimed tohbeghosts of Confederate warriorsof

Reconstruction.(Harcourt, 2017).

1.1.2 The Ku Klux KlanMethods

They used violent techniques such as burning Quaging, lynching, kidnapping,
whipping, mutilating, and murder, as well as moblemce such as lynching, kidnapping,

flogging, mutilating, and murder. 5000 black peoplere murdered by Klansmen during the



first year. Many African-Americans were killed inassacres. Lynching became a common

occurrence in the South. (Hazen 2004).

During lynching, victims were tortured by being shoutilated, or burned alive.
Lynching were documented and turned into postcatd/enirs. The Klan conducted Black
massacres in Orleans, Louisiana, and Memphis, Bseee as ethnic violence against Black
people increased. During the Civil Rights Moveméhg Klan found the use of bombs by

altering the weapons of brutalisation(Bullard, 1996

1.1.3 Activities of KKK

The KKK bombed 138 residences between 1965 and.I®68 of these residences
was MLK Jr. home, which was demolished in 1965rdrest assaults were also carried out
on Black churches. The newly freed Blacks were oriéd with a new existence away from

the property while still being scared by racialleime(Hazen, 2004).

Klansmen wore masks and robes to conceal theitiigen adding to the drama of
their night rides, which were their preferred tifoe attacks. Many of them worked in small
towns and rural regions where residents knew oher'stfaces.Therefore, they occasionally
could distinguish the assailants based on thetevand attitude. Klansmen used this fear of
ghosts to their advantage as well. They sometimepopted to be ghosts of Confederate
soldiers in order to terrify superstitious blackiew freedmen believed in such

foolishness(Horwitz, 1999).

1.1.3.1 The Klan’s Targets

The Ku Klux Klan targeted black Loyal League mensband harassed Southern
Republicans and Freedmen's Bureau employees. Tteguted black political leaders, as
well as heads of households, church priests, anthumity leaders since these people had

several roles in society. Weekly attacks and IgBirof blacks were recorded by Freedmen's

7



Bureau agents.Thousands of Negroes were slaughteradned guerilla warfare; political

riots were manufactured; their origins or causeseweever clear, but their outcomes were
always certain: ten to one hundred times as maryrdés were killed as whites. Masked
individuals fired shots into homes and set thenfi@) often while the residents were still

inside(Hernandez, 2019).

1.1.3.2 The Bombing of 16th Street Baptist Churcini Birmingham

Theexplosion at the 16th Street Baptist Church weduon September 15, 1963, when
a white supremacist terrorist planted a bomb atCherch in Birmingham, Alabama. On the
east side of the church, four members of the Klaneld 19 sticks of dynamite linked to a
timing device beneath the stairs.Martin Luther Kimglescribed the incident"one of the most
vicious and tragic crimes ever perpetrated agdiastanity"The church explosion killed four
girls and wounded between 14 and 22 others.AlthabhghFBI concluded in 1965 that the
16th Street Baptist Church bombing was carried byt four known Klansmen and
segregationists: Thomas Edwin Blanton Jr., Hermrami Cash, Robert Edward Chambliss,
and Bobby Frank Cherry, no prosecutions were ahroet until 1977, when Robert
Chambliss was tried and convicted of the first-degmurder of one of the victims, Carol
Denise McNair, who was 11 years old at the timedddanes, who would later become a
United States senator, prosecuted Robert "DynaBuotg' Blanton and Thomas E. "Misty"
Cherry for the 16th Street Baptist Church bombkgrman Cash died in 1994 and was never
charged with the crime; he remains a fugitive toddye 16th Street Baptist Church bombing
was a pivotal moment in the civil rights movementthe United States, contributing to

congressional support for the Civil Rights Act 8624 (Cochran, 2006).

1.1.3.3 Resistance and Decline



Many groups and leaders, including well-known Pstatet theologians such as
Detroit's Reinhold Niebuhr, spoke out against tHanK attracting national attention. The
Jewish Anti-Defamation League was established eneidwrly twentieth century in response to
anti-Semitic attacks on Jews, such as the handingo Frank in Atlanta and the Ku Klux
Klan's efforts to abolish private schools (whichefly aimed at Catholic parochial schools).
Opposing forces endeavoured to infiltrate the KHla@ver. After one civic group in Indiana
began posting Klan membership credentials, the marabKlan members fell precipitously

(Pegram, 2011).
1.1.3.4 The NAACP VS the KKK

The National Association for the Advancement of dZetl People initiated public
awareness expedition against Klan operations agdduCongress to stop Klan atrocities.
After peaking in 1925, Klan membership began ttsiighificantly in most locations. Specific
circumstances also had a role in the Klan's derifise.1925 murder trial of Grand Dragon D.
C. Stephenson, who had led the Ku Klux Klan in &m@i and other northern states in seceding
from the KKK's central organization, tarnished tkkan's reputation as a law-and-order
organization. By 1926, the Klan was crippled arngtdidited by Stephenson's conviction for

second-degree murder(Waren, 2008).
1.1.4Violence of Race: Lynching

Thousands of African Americans lived in fear of mablence, including Lynching
and vigilantism, from the Civil War to Reconstractiand into the early twentieth century.
Lynching is defined by the National Association the Advancement of Colored People

(NAACP) (2021) as "the public killing of an indiwidl without due process."(para.l).

The spillover of collective violence as an extragial acted in the south in response to

the abolition of slavery laws and political endeangoto establish racial equality between the



master and the former slave was confronted by #ve social and political transformations
held by the emancipation of slaves and the Reaacigin era. Lynchers were never
prosecuted accountable because southern officialed a blind eye. Although the white mob
rationalized their heinous act of lynching by adegsBlack males of sexually assaulting
white women. Thetrue motivation was to reinstatatevisupremacy while simultaneously
disenfranchising African-Americans.Besides rapaisations, Black people were the target of
false accusations of less serious crimes such smn,arobbery, non-sexual assault, and
vagrancy. Many of these accusations were provesetanfounded and the victims found to
be innocent. Unlike white lynchings, African Amearc lynchings were significantly more
savage, involving acts of torture such as floggimgning, and amputation. White men who
were convicted of the same crime were almost alMeayfully tried by a jury and were only
rarely lynched by the mob. Moreover, lynching dagsva special occasion for which relatives
were asked to attend. Attendees brought food t@tidic spectacle lynching, and pictures of

the lynched corpse were taken to be stored as soagEhompson, 2006).

According to(EJI) (2017), black families were fadc® attend the hanging of one of
their members in order to heighten the horrors yofching. Furthermore, lynching is
employed as a cruel method to expel African Ameigcaom the south. As a result, during
this period of racial fear, the great migratiorsf million African Americans to the north and
west occurred, with Blacks fleeing their commurstia search of safety and better living
conditions.Throughout all of these racially motactmassacres, scientific academia, by
releasing theories asserting that Black men araadlgxaggressive, legislators who rely on
mob violence to win elections, and an indiffereavgrnment and court system, by remaining
silent to stop the racial violence, have all beguadly guilty in the century-long persistence
of lynching. Blacks, like Ida B. Wells, used theegs to protect themselves against racial

terror.Wells, boycotting white mob businesses, fagranti-lynching organizations like the

10



National Association for the Advancement of ColoRebpleand nonviolent marches which

were led by Martin Luther King Jr.

1.1.5 The Napoleonic Codes

Slave codes, as laws, formalized the slave systemaintain the masters' total power
and assure slaves' submission. The slave was seepuae property or an animal that may be
purchased and sold under the rules of these régusaiSlave rules specified that slaves were
not permitted to have families or possess propdriyas against the slave laws for slaves to
learn to read or write. Slaves who disobeyed oisted these provisions were severely
punished. The slave laws were enacted to mainkainnstitution of slavery and to prevent
slaves from revolting.The codes were not exclusiveach state or inflexible; nevertheless,
they did share several requirements. Slave lawsngogasingly stringent as time went on,
ensuring that slaves remained submissive. The tiondisaid that the kids had to follow in
the footsteps of their mother. Slaves were dertiedability to testify in court, they couldn't
own property or sign contracts, and they couldinikes back if they were assaulted.Slaves
were also subjected to various social limitatiash as being unable to have reunions unless
a white person was present. Corporal penaltiesydimg, and incarceration were frequently
employed to execute these commands, and in cedaes, recalcitrant slaves were slain. The

slave codes predated another set of mid-ninetemmttury regulations(Campbell, 2015).

1.1.5.1TheBlack Laws

The abolition of slave ownership, which became tdwinder the 13th amendment,
cost the south a significant amount of money stheeslave workforce abandoned the lands.

In retribution, southern officials devised legal ane of controlling newly liberated black

11



people and used the Black Codes to officially metilnem to the plantations. It was written in
the style of free work. Mississippi was the firsite to enact the Black Codes in 1865 and
1866, and other states followed suit. Despite #ut that the black codes appeared to protect
the rights of freshly released slaves, they aineetind former slaves to plantations.It gave
emancipated slaves the right to own land, executér&cts, marry, and testify in court. In the
meanwhile, it hampered African Americans' politjiadonomic, and social rights. The major
portion of staff regulations were enacted to keeged slaves working under their former
masters' authority. Unemployed Black would be cbdrgith vagrancy(Stroud & Schomp,

2006).

As a fee, vagrants were detained and put to worlka glantation. Education rules
permitted white companies to hire black youth. I#oaprohibited Black Americans from
voting, attending school, using white public ingiibns, testifying in court against whites, and
possessing guns.Furthermore, most states impleth&awes prohibiting interracial marriages,
with some imposing life jail penalties. The Blacws were eventually weakened by the
passage of the 14th amendment. However, in 18Aéwadiscriminatory statute replaced the
Black Codes in order to maintain legal segregatigainst African Americans (Stroud &

Schomp, 2006).
1.1.5.2 Jim Crow Laws

The use of racial violence by the country's highestirt was superseded by the
passage of Jim Crow statutes. The word Jim Croermed to a set of legislation passed in the
late nineteenth century by the conclusion of thedRetruction era (1877). Its goal was to
legalize racial discrimination between white restdewho had access to political, economic,

and social resources and black citizens who wemedéheir rights (Fremon, 2014).
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The term Jim Crow was derived from a minstrel &et tmocked Blacks. The show's
performer, Thomas Dartmouth, blackened his facedamded like an ancient black slave. It is
uncertain how the Jim Crow show became a law naegailless of where the term came
from, Jim Crow remained a way of life in Americar fmore than a century. It stated that
blacks and whites should be treated separatelggully. These rules distinguished between
public transit, schools, workplaces, restaurarmspganies and barbers, among other things.
Even the water fountains were painted and employere required to designate toilets for
whites and others for blacks. During Jim Crow Aroafi'white only' or ‘colored only' signage
were common. Other restrictions prohibited Blaaks f dating, marrying, or even touching
white women. Notably, many black institutions werederfunded by the government; as a
result, black facilities were in worse conditiomthwhite ones. Southerners were so inventive
in creating several Jim Crows that it was imposstblkeep track of them all.Despite the fact
that Blacks kept fighting to eliminate Jim Crow Bwhey remained in place with the consent
of the constitution until President Lyndon Johnsigned the Civil Rights Legislation of

1964, which abolished them(Tischauser, 2012).

It is reasonable to assume that racial violencenag@frican Americans flourished

with the blessings of the legal system in ordesustain and reestablish white dominance.

1.2SocialDiscrimination; Colored People

The Civil Rights Movement changed socially as aultesf all the Demonstrations,
gatherings, boycotts, sit-ins, and massive meetifigs Thirteenth Amendment ended slavery
in 1865, but several white southerners were nesemty to recognize blacks as peers, let alone
citizens of the United States. Institutionalizedisen and practices that compelled blacks to
be isolated from the rest of society replaced siav®egregation prohibited black people from

using the same public facilities as white peoplet€ls, theatres, restaurants, lunch counters,
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sinks, restrooms, drinking fountains, waiting rootitsraries, parks, swimming pools, and so
on). Southern courtrooms even had distinct "coldum@nd "white" Bibles for swearing in
witnesses. Moreover, blacks were prohibited fromsame access to public transportation as

whites(Morris, 1986).

1.2.1Emmett Till

In August 1955, 14-year-old Emmett Till was brutalmurdered in Money,
Mississippi. Till, a Chicago native, had been wgjt relatives in the area when he was
accused of flirting with a white woman at a locabgery store and subsequently abducted by
her husband's cousins from nearby Greenwood. Theseeerely beat Till before shooting
him in the head and then dumping his body in arrwatside town(History.com Editors,

2009)

1.2.1.1 The Murder of Emmett Till

Moses Wright, Emmett's great-uncle, visited Emnaettl his family in Chicago in
August 1955. Wright intended to return to Missigsipith Wheeler Parker at the end of his
journey to meet family in the South, and when [Eérned of this, he begged his mother to let
him travel. On August 24, 1955, three days aftaedilag in Money, Mississippi, Till and a
group of kids attended Bryant's Grocery and Meatkiglplace refreshments after a long day
picking cotton in the hot afternoon sun. What tparesd inside the grocery store that

afternoon will never be discovered(Ray, 2022).

Till purchased bubble gum, and some of the kidé \witm later said that he whistled,

flirted with, or touched the hand of Carolyn Bryathte store's white female employee and the
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manager's wife. Roy Bryant, Carolyn's husband, lmsdhalf-brother J.W. Milam took Till

from Moses Wright's house four days later, arour@D 2a.m. on August 28, 1955. They
viciously beat the adolescent, undertaken him ¢oltllahatchie River's bank, shot him in the
head, connected him to a giant metal fan with dhiliee, and chucked his dented body into

the watershed(Tyson, 2017).

1.2.1.2 Open Casket Funeral of Emmet Till

Despite the fact that racially motivated killingsdalynchings had been occurring for
decades at the time, Emmett's death gained natatteaition - the story of a 14-year-old kid
who reportedly died for violating a social caststeyn.Mamie's open-casket decision alerted
the world to the limitations and weaknesses of Acaer democracy, in addition to prejudice
and terrible lynching. Thousands of people saw bmen casket or attended his

burial (History.com Editors, 2010).

Animage of Emmett's disfigured body went viral tigbout the country after
debuting in Jet Magazine and the ChicagoDefendetolatained a strong public responses.
One of the shots of Mamie standing over her deddwas named one of the "100 most
impactful images of all time" by Time magazine.Léban a month after Emmett Till's
lynching, after a five-day trial, an all-white jutgok less than an hour to acquit him, citing
the state's failure to verify the identity of thedy. In a 1956 interview, Roy and Milam
acknowledged murdering Emmett.The prosecution calete that Carolyn Bryant's testimony
was irrelevant to Emmett Till's kidnapping and nertdBryant said that Till had grabbed her
hand, she had moved away, and he had followeddtend the counter of a grocery store and

clutched her waist, using obscene words(History.&atmors, 2010).
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1.2.1.3Carolyn Bryant’s Lie

Author Timothy Tyson revealed details of a 2008 vasation in which Carolyn
Bryant allegedly admitted to him that her 1955 gdison about Emmett Till was false.
During that conversation, Bryant contradicted hterysthat Emmett seized her about the
waist and shouted obscenities, admitting that aspefalse. Carolyn Bryant revealed in an
interview in 2008 that she does not remember mdclvhat occurred in the store and that

nothing the youngster did can ever excuse whaspiaed to him(Tyson, 2017).

1.2.1.4 How Emmett’s Case Influenced Civil Rights?

Emmett's case drew international attention dueh#o geverity of the lynching, the
perpetrator's age, and the conviction of two men iaker admitted killing him. By the end of
1955, 14 Mississippi districts had no registereatklvoters. Martin Luther King led a protest
for Emmett Till, and Rosa Parks refused to givehapseat on a bus to a white passenger. It
sparked a year-long, well-organized community bttyocof the mass transit system

(Nodjimbadem, 2015).

1.2.3Rosa Park and the Montgomery Bus Boycott

Rosa Parkswas riding the bus home from work atMbatgomery Fair department
store on Thursday, December 1, 1955. Because theydfthe Negroes-in-Back regulation
extremely demeaning, black Montgomery residentsidaeb municipal buses whenever
possible. Nevertheless, on almost any particulgy @8% or more of the passengers were
Black, including Rosa Parks. Rosa Parks (1913-2@payked the American civil rights
movement when she refused to surrender her plaeeMontgomery, Alabama bus to a white

man in 1955.(Gelfand & Blakely, 2006)

Her activities sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycuafhich was organized by local

Black community leaders. The boycott, which wasrdomted by a young Revolutionary
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Martin Luther King Jr who continued for more tharyear, during which Parks, predictably,
lost her job, and ended once the U.S Supreme Quuetl that bus segregation was
unconstitutional. Parks grew to national prominedggng the next half-century as a symbol

of decency and fortitude in the campaign to endataiscrimination(Theoharis, 2013).

1.2.3.1The Arrest

The bus driver left furiously when she declared gtee would not give up her seat,
only to return later with two police officers. "Tihane won't stand up,” the driver replied,
pointing to Parks. After an officer inquired whethbe driver had requested she stand, he
then inquired, "Why don't you stand up?" "The Stidvat Broke the Camel's Back" is a play
on words. "What gives you the right to push us ad®i As the cops approached, Parks
reacted with a question of her own. "I'm not suresponded the officer, "but the law is the
law, and you're under arrest.” While Parks wasdestorted off the bus, one police snatched
her purse and the other her shopping bag. As tlezg \leaving, an officer approached Blake
and asked if he wanted to press charges. "Yes,ttikrer said. He'd finish his route before
going to City Hall to swear out and execute ansirrearrant; Parks would be detained in

prison until then(Gelfand & Blakely, 2006).
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Disobedience & the Start of a Movement. (BeacoraBside, 2014).

1.2.3.2Court Ruling

On November 13, 1956, the Supreme Court rulesNtoitgomery's separation laws
are unconstitutional, more than a year after RoaekdPefused to compromise her seat.
Despite the fact that the boycott would not havenbeffective without the coordinated efforts
of Montgomery's 17,000 African Americans, no ondl ever forget Rosa Parks, the brave
lady who led the way. The next day, Rosa Parks, EiRon, and Martin Luther King, Jr.

board a municipal bus. Rosa Parks sits boldly énftbnt row. (Theoharis, 2013)

1.2.3.3Formation of the SCLC

In December of 1955, no one could have predictedogcott in Montgomery.
Nonetheless, it occurred. Many black pastors badkadin Luther King, Jr., who had been

requested to head the MIA, and appealed to hirhdéty when organizing equivalent boycotts
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in other urban places, including Tallahassee, &riBirmingham, Alabama; Atlanta,

Georgia; and Savannah, Georgia(Sitkoff, 2005, p. 56

1.2.3.4From Montgomery to SCLC

The Montgomery boycott had brought them togethed, ia 1957, they formed a new
organization with King as its president. (SCLC)ais acronym for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. The SCLC was a watershedemamthe civil rights movement. To
achieve racial equality, the North preferred tdizdi legal means, but in the South, mass

rallies and nonviolent protests were used(Sitkeif)5, p. 56).

1.2.3.5Christianity in the Movement

Black people began to struggle for their own righasmd the church played a
significant role. Christianity backed the movenenpeaceful stance and supplied the
necessary foundation. Churches were used toattgnetv members, holding meetings, and
raising funds for the organization. Furthermors, self-contained network functioned as a

mobility platform(Reed, 2005, pp. 1-2).

Furthermore, churches provide a safe haven away White retaliation where people
could address injustices or, on the other sidejegements. To discuss it is not totally
accurate. They may turn it into a song. Their relig beliefs blended with their traditional
black musical tradition, instilling them with hop@d faith. Stories were spoken, hatred was
buried, hope was communicated, and spiritual suppas provided through singing together.
Songs were an effective tool for conquering feartlkermore, gospel music has a long
history, and traditional songs served as a remindléhe atrocious conditions that African

slaves were subjected to(Reed, 2005, pp. 1-2).
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1.3 Racial Segregation in Public Schools: The CaséLinda Brown

School segregation based on a student’s skin eddisted until 1954. Separate public
schools for black and white children were ruledawdll. Prior to this, however, school
segregation was a standard practice across thergolmthe 1950s, there were considerable
discrepancies in how black and white public schowdse treated, with few parallels. The
disparities between black and white schools fodteeeism, which increased the level of

racial inequality.

1.3.1Brown v. Board of Education

The lawsuit began when the Topeka, Kansas, publiod system declined to enrol
local black homeowner Oliver Brown's child in theighboring elementary school. In 1954,
Oliver Brown of Topeka, Kansas, approached the NRAGr assistance with his daughter
Linda. Linda Brown endured much hardship in or@eattend her school, which was located
far from her home. Because of the Supreme Cowépdrate but equal” ruling, she was
unable to attend a White primary school. Inste&é, Isas been compelled to ride a bus to a
more distant segregated black school. The Browosgether with twelve other local black
families in familiar circumstances, filed a clas$i@n case in federal court against the Topeka

School Board, alleging that the board's integrapiolicy was unlawful(Henderson Jr, 2004).
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Figure 1.2:Linda Brown (on the left back row) and her far. (EAR HUSTLE, 2014).

1.3.2The SCOTUS Decision

A threejudge panel of the United States District Court floe District of Kansa
found the Browns guilty, relying o“Plessy v. Fergusonprecedent, in which the Suprel
Court decided that racial discrimination was neidation of the Thirteenth And fourteen
Amendments Clause if the amenities in question weostly equal, an ideology known
"separate but equal." The Browns, who v then sponsored by Thurgood Marshall,
NAACP's top counsel, petitioned the Supreme Cauaverturn the ruling. On May 17, 19¢
the Supreme Court gave a unanimo-0 decision positivef the Browns.The Court held tF
"separate educational instittns are intrinsically inferior,” and hence governir
establishing them violates the Fourteenth Amendisidtdir Protection Clause. In additic
the Supreme Court determined that psychologicahage” caused by apartheid was a fa

in blacks' lower level of educatioiThis ruling fueled the hard work of the NAACP artisi
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researchers who were determined to prove that bleck "victims" of discriminatory social

practices(The Journal of Negro Education 2007).

1.4 Economic Struggle: Marches for Justice and Equidy

In 1962, black leaders realized that, despite thmiany achievements, full
independence was still a long way off. The firsif loh 1963 saw a growth in the number of
protests, economic sanctions, and other kindsaikpts. As never before, African-Americans
began to fight for their right to first-class c#izship. The reason was that 1963 was the
anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, whicks commemorated. Vice President
Lyndon B. Johnson had this to say about the sdnati the US: “Until justice is blind until
education is unaware of the race until opporturstynconcerned with the colour of men’s
skins, emancipation will be a proclamation but aofact” (as cited. in Franklin & Moss,

1994, p. 502).

Throughout the spring of that year, additional dast@tions erupted in a number of
locations, including Montgomery, Greensboro, Gemrgnd others, when the demonstrations
proved to be effective. They all demanded non-drsoatory employment, housing, and
education. Even communities like Cambridge, Marglawhich had previously solely seen
peaceful protests, are suddenly experiencing gotificious conduct on the part of certain
whites who believed their period of dominance wasning to an end exacerbated the

issue(Franklin & Moss, 1994, pp. 502-504).

1.4.1 Insufficiency in Albany

The movement lasted from November 1961 througtstimmer of 1962. Its purpose
was to use sit-ins, boycotts, and marches to degatg all public institutions. Hundreds of
people demonstrators marched onto City Hall dagrafay, seeking equal civil rights.Police

commissioner Laurie Pritchett examined events hewotowns and concluded that Albany
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could only stay segregated if the police did novomate violence. His troops defended

protestors from white mobs, and he was careful evaitesting members of the movement.

He avoided using excessive force and stated tlestarwere made in response to unapproved
demonstrations. Within a year, he had imprisoneer @/ thousand campaigners in various

jails around the county. As a result, the municjpalwas not overcrowded.It was impossible

to know what black activists went through in jdihe reality remained that his deliberate

activities did not grab the attention of the press, did they necessitate federal involvement.

He was the one in charge of maintaining order amyegnting violence(Sitkoff, 2005, pp.

115-117).

1.4.2 Birmingham Hardly Earned Victory

After the failure in Albany, Martin Luther King, Jrwas conscious of the
misgivingwhich many black peoplehad been experrendHe feared that his followers might
be converted to Malcolm X's more radical stancatHémmore, Malcolm's conviction that
white people are enemies and that blacks cann®twith them in the cherished society was
something King strongly disagreed with. King and ®CLC devised an emancipation plan

for Birmingham struggle at the end of 1962(Jack2006).

Birmingham, Alabama, was formerly known as being mmost segregated city in the
country. The figure of Eugene T. Bull Connor, whaposed desegregation with all means at
his disposal, contributed significantly to the t§tyotoriety. The situation in the city was as

follows:

Absolute segregation was the rule — in schoolstaveants, rest
rooms, drinking fountains, and department-stordin§it rooms.

Municipal officials closed down the city parks aoldygrounds rather
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than desegregating them. Birmingham abandoned rid¢egsional
baseball team rather than allow it to play desegest clubs in the
International League. It even banned a textboolabee it had black
and white rabbits in it. Although over 40 percefttlze population
was African-Americans, fewer than ten thousand lé 80,000

registered voters were black. (as cited in Sitka®05, p.120)

The demonstrations began on April 6th. Fifty AfrmAricans marched to City Hall
and, as expected, the next days' marches produeesiaine outcome. During this moment,
news cameras captured everything and transmittexlthe whole United States. Municipal
officials prohibited racist demonstrations on Adrdth. Another march, according to MLK'’s
plan, would take place on April 12th. Connor grewaged, and police officers, accompanied
by dogs, detained over a thousand protestors.Mangrisans were shocked by images of
dogs barking and attempting to bite protestersgkiras imprisoned as well, and when he

was released, The-day arrived(Rieder, 2013).

The Albany movement influenced King's views on satrategies. He was adamant
about obtaining white support if it was requiredtheTnational audience saw over a thousand
black children, some as young as six years oldcim&tom the church to City Hall on May
2nd. All of them were arrested by Connor and thgscd@he next day, the identical scenario
would be replayed. In front of the cameras, Corlast control of himself. He instructed the
police to segregate half of the youngsters in tmgrah, while the other half was arrested in
the park across the street. Several youngsters bittem by vicious attack dogs. Onlookers
were upset as police officers beat and injuredrstbafortunately, they seriously hurt both

children and adults, and caused property and @eeade.(Sitkoff, 2005, p. 126).

The movement triumphed after a long and arduoust.fiBirmingham could now

commemorate the "desegregation of lunch countess,rooms, fitting rooms, and drinking
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fountains; improving and hiring of Negroes on a nouliscriminatory basis throughout
Birmingham's industrialized society, and the suetof a biracial committee" thanks to

King's perfect timing of individual events(Ried2013).

1.4.3 The March on Washington

John F. Kennedy did not wait for the outcome ofwgng protests. With the Cold
War's tensions reduced, he was able to focus moreternal affairs. He was conscious that
African Americans' voting rights needed to be gjtkaned, and in February he made special
recommendations to Congress. When he observedtbests nearing a climax, particularly
in Birmingham, he proposed a broader civil rightsgmsal in June. He had talked to the

American people a few days previously:

We face a moral crisis as a country and as a petigtannot be met
by repressive police action. It cannot be left tocreased
demonstrations in the streets. It cannot be quikbtetbken moves or
talk. It is time to act in the Congress, in yowatstand local legislative
body and, above all, in all of our everyday livas €ited in Franklin

& Moss, 1994, pp. 504-505).

The legislation was debated in Congress over themsr. Meanwhile, officials from
the SNCC, SCLC, NAACP, CORE, National Council ofu@thes, National Urban League,
and other civil rights organizations collaboratedorganize the greatest march in history.
Because the groupings differed, so did their petsges on the March for Jobs and Liberties.
On August 28, 1963, almost 200,000 blacks and wifitem all over the country gathered
around the Washington Monument.From there, theychwat gently to the Lincoln Memorial,
where various civil rights leaders offered speecBefind them was Martin Luther King, Jr.,

who gave his famous "I Have a Dream" speech. Thsident then addressed the civil rights
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advocates, stressing his support for equal cigiits and his concern that lawmakers House of

representatives would bury the measure. (Le Blana&es, 2013).

Desegregation of public facilities began in fiftpuhern and border communities,
biracial councils were formed, the first black peli officers were employed, African
Americans were permitted to enrol their kids intbite& schools.White leaders, on the other
hand, were not always prepared to back down. WHitesm southwest Georgia to the
Louisiana delta were adamant about defending véhipgemacy in whatever way they could.
Murders, bombings, and arson were just a few ofathgs they protested. Churches that were
not attacked were the outliers to a high degredredd and violence that had settled in this

area(Le Blanc & Yates, 2013).

The killing of Medgar Evers, the NAACP field se@st in Mississippi, exacerbated
the situation and sparked more protests. Three hmsolatter, four black girls aged ten to
fourteen were slain when a church in Birmingham atacked. A sixteen-year-old black
adolescent was shot in the back, while a thirtezar-pld black adolescent was assassinated

while riding his bike by white adolescents (Cochrad06).

Before African Americans could rejoice in the Aadoption, they had faced severe
prejudice. After the murders of black children ahd continual postponement of the Civil
Rights Bill, they had to watch a large number ajregationists win in Upcoming elections.
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on Neveétnd. The year was nearing to an

end, but African Americans are yet to achieve catepliberty (Franklin& Moss, 1994,

p.507)

1.4.4 The Civil Rights Act of 1964
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Lyndon B. Johnson, the new President, enthusidigtisapported the passage of the
Civil Rights Act, which forbade discrimination irublic spaces. It gave the attorney general
the authority to protect people against racial sggtion in public places, housing, and voting.
To aid citizens dealing with civil rights challersgethe federal Community Engagement
Service was founded. The Act also established ar&dEqual Employment Opportunity

Commission. (Franklin & Moss, 1994, p.507).

The US Department of Education was given the authtw provide financial and
technical assistance in racial integration.This Lasas by far the most comprehensive
legislation ever enacted in the United States ims$eof equal rights for its inhabitants. No
one, on the other hand, anticipated things to gibh Wkere was the law, but there were also
ingrained views in the U. S. about races and timeiquity. Black people were ecstatic and
campaigned for equality, which resulted in riotimgseveral locations.(Franklin & Moss,

1994, p.508).

The worst of the crisis persisted, as expectedthé Deep South, particularly in
Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, and Georgia. Legisn, whites failed to obey it and
converted public institutions to private ones. KheKlux Klan marched through the streets,
promising to continue segregation and publicly suppg white city councils. The most
vehement opponents insisted on prohibiting blackppeefrom voter registration. The SNCC
launched a programme known as Mississippi Freedomn&r at the time. It demonstrated
that desegregation of public areas would be acdept¢he South, but that blacks would be
denied the right to vote. Martin Luther King, Jealized that this was going to be the last

battle in their fight for freedom.(Franklin & Mosk994, pp.508-509).
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1.4.5 SelmaProtest:Under Federal Protection

Whites regarded Selma as a stronghold of the Cerdegl, the Black Belt, and white
supremacy. Many of Bull's methods of police viokerand racial oppression were embraced
by Dallas County Sheriff James G. Clark. If he veainthe federal government to intervene,
King needed to act with care. He relied on the ey the support of other Americans. He
was aware of the strained relationships that eXibetween whites and blacks in Selma and

was anxious about the likelihood of confrontatide{®&n 1991, p. 105).

King was fortunate to have the President's backiagjowing the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the President lost white support in the Szatistates of Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and South Carolina. He anticipatedkdavith equal voting rights to support his
party rather than white supremacists. Furthermdre, believed that granting African
Americans formal citizenship would allow them tovadce more easily on their own. Perry
County supported the Selma protesters with ralied marches. In mid-February, a young
man was shot while aiding his mother, who had besaten by state police(Steven 1991, pp.

105-108).

Local activists were angered by this move, ang tirganized a fifty-mile walk from
Selma to Montgomery. On Sunday, March 7th, 600gstots began their trek. They were
interrupted on the Edmund Pettus Bridge, howevérerey state troopers and Clark's posse
assaulted them with tear gas, kicking, beating, iapnding several of them. The remaining
marchers were apprehended and driven back to tdWwe. public's outrage drew national
attention to the situation, and King was able to the government help he needed(Steven

1991, pp. 111-112).

The President ordered that the march proceed, anedveone was set for March 21st.

The demonstrators were protected by the federalergovent, which inhibited white
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retaliation. The march, which began with just 3@@tigipants, drew nearly 50,000 black and
white individuals from throughout the country os dlosing day (Franklig& Moss, 1994, p.

510).

1.4.6 The Voting Rights Act of 1965

The President advocated for women's suffrage. Quhe Alabama incident, he acted
quickly and submitted the voting rights packageQongress. It was passed without a
filibuster in both the House of Legislature. It wagned into law in August of 1965.
According to a Gallup poll released that spring,péécent of the country supported a voting
rights proposal. In the South, a stunning 49 pdroéparticipants approved, while 37 percent

disapproved(Steven, 1991, p. 115).

The Act outlawed any racial laws that made it difft for people to vote, such as
literacy tests and other measures supported mbgtgouthern states. Citizenship would be
the only requirement for registering to vote. Th®secutor was granted jurisdiction to
monitor states or counties that were suspectedrefepting black people from voting.
Federal registrars might be sent to Alabama, Gaptgiuisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina,
and Virginia, as well as twenty-six counties in torCarolina and Alaska, and remote
counties in Arizona, Idaho, and Hawaii. If sometlodse states' jurisdictions sought to make
vote changes, they had to first obtain authorimatioom the attorney general(Franklin

&Moss, 1994, pp. 510-511).

Nearly 250,000 more African Americans were addethéolists by the conclusion of
the year. The most substantial shift occurred & Beep South: "Black membership in
Mississippi jumped from 6.7 percent in 1964 to 5peftcent in 1968..." In Alabama, the

percentage increased from 23% to 53%. Within monfhhe suffrage statute taking effect,
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the population of Dallas County increased from fewean 1,000 to over 8,500."(Steven,

1991, p. 116).

Conclusion

Between 1963 and 1965, African Americans saw sgigamt changes in their
circumstances. These liberties would not have Ipessible without their efforts, as detailed
above. Since more African Americans were activethe civil rights struggle, white
supremacists eventually gave up. Millions of Amans backed the black protestors,
marchers, and protesters because of their prejudic® hostile conduct toward black
people.During those years, both presidents recedrizat race had no place in a democratic
democracy and aggressively advocated complete ldgaklity. The Civil and Citizenship
Rights Acts brought about not only statutory changethe life of African Americans, but
also ensured the law's efficacy.The first win wakieved through integration of public
facilities, housing, and employment. The second wias assured through unhindered
suffrage. However, the battle is far from over. Gdhdesegregation took a long time to
complete. It took a long time to enhance blacknlivconditions in terms of employment and
housing. However, with the help of the legislatidfsican Americans canacknowledge their

itineraryfor liberty and fairness to be mostly won.
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Introduction

The fight for racial equality has been a long sgtegor many centuries. It reached its
climax during the midtwentieth century. Women weegtainly an important piece of the
puzzle. In many occasions, they were at the fonefod the battle for human rights, but their
stories were rarely told. The fight against cole@gregation has been always related to
Malcom X or Martin Luther King Jr. Nevertheless, ngahidden female figures played a
prominent role to earn fundamental rights that Aoar men and women enjoy today are still
unknown. Many instances may be given here, suckllasBaker, who helped create the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and kanoou Hamer, who successfully
challenged segregation in the Democratic Party.ti®ep Clarkformed a network of
citizenship schools to educate and assist blacklpeaa registering to vote. These women
gave their time, energy, money, and even theislioe the cause, whether in groups, parties,

or formations like the Black Panther Party.

We have selected some of the most outstanding Ii¢swckle figures who contributed
in a way or anotherin the fight for blackscivil g and equality in the USA. These profiles

represent a range of leaders but they are by nosrah

2-1 lda Barnett Wells (1862 — 1931)

Wells was an American investigative journalist, etor, and civil rights, activist. She
was a founding member of the National Associatmmtiie Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). During a career dedicated to combatingyatiee and cruelty, as well as the fight
for African-American equality, particularly that @fomen, Wells probably became the most

renowned Black woman inside the United States.
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Figure 2.1: Ida Barnett Wells (Because of Her Story,2019).

2.1.1.Childhood and Early Life

Ida Bells wells was born on July 16, 1862, in Hdlgrings, Mississippi. Her father,
Jim was the sole son of a plantation owner andliaige. He could have lots of chances that
many other slaves could not have. At the age dfteen, Jim was sent by his master to learn

carpentrywith mr. Bolling (Gidding.2009).

Ida’s mother, Elizabeth Warronton, was born in Vfirg. After being sold as a slave.
She was away from her family serving the Bollingaashef. Ida’s parents met while serving
for Mr. Bolling. They were both known for their dipline and strictness. Ida Wells grew up
in a house built and owned by his father who waalented carpenter. She went to school
than to university taught by white teachers. Weléss encouraged to study and learn by her
mother who visited her school regularly to see hasil her kids were doing. She even won
the prize of Regular Attendance at Sunday schoo$(@&, 1970).
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Things changed when the yellow fever stroke in 1Bil8d Wells’ parents and her
little brother Stanley. She had to take care oftdvethers and sisters as she was only 16 years
of age. She started working as a teacher six rfalesom home for only 25 dollars per month
which was really few and could not support the weh&dmily without the assistance of

hergrandmother and the help of the community (Mcg2000).

Only few months later, Ida had to move to her auBglle in Memphis, Tennessee,

where she had to work as a teacher too but withieéhrbetter salary (Gidding,2009).

2.1.2. The Beginning of the Life Battle Against Seggation

It is true that life in Memphis was much bettem the end of the civil war, the city
was developed economically and socially and praVisenyjob opportunities. Nonetheless,
hatred and segregation were more visible and Wheltshe first time,had to face that in her
life when she was travelling on a train. In thea®t chapter of her autobiography « hard
Beginnings», she tells what happened that day wherrefused to move to a seat for blacks,
she said:

The conductor tried to drag me out of the seat,tbatmoment he
caught hold of my arm | fastened my teeth in thekbaf his hand. |
had braced my feet against the seat in front ansl wedding to the
back as he had already been badly bitten he didp’'tt again by
himself. He went forward and got the baggage mahaother man
to help him and of course, they succeeded in dnaggie out. (as
cited in Duster, 1970, p.20).

Wells immediately sued the train corporation and vasvarded $500 in damages.
Wells' conduct drew a lot of attention and dematstt how brave she was to rise to anyone

for the cause of justice. That was the first caberein a colored defendant in the South had
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transferred to a state court since the United StStgpreme Court repealed the Civil Rights
Act. (Duster, 1970).
Even though Wells had to pay court costs for tlagecit was not a failure at all. That

step taken by Ida encouraged many other blackseio jsistice through the court.

2.1.3. Journalism and Anti-Lynching Battle

Ida Wells used to teach for a living, but she ndeéirthat she was made for that job.
She preferred writing. She started her careerjasraalist while attending Lyceum Meetings
during the 1880’s. The Lyceum was made up of motghchers who attended meetings,
debates and discussions about world news as whkdtakones. Shortly after, she was elected
editor of « the Evening Star »; a journal publistilgdthe Lyceum. Although she admitted
having no special gifts in writing, she was sucfidssnough to attract a huge number of
readers because she used simple everyday langumg/e she considered understandable to a
greater number of people especially black women wdmeived no education. She was
successful enough to attract the attention of maunsnals like « the weekly » or « the free

speech » to which she contributed later on (Knigh@9).

Ida always spoke about the bad conditions of blaetple and the injustices they
suffered from. She wrote many articles; deliveremhynspeeches to expose the atrocities of
lynching. Lynching is any sort of execution thatws without judicial process. The killing
of Thomas Moss who was a close friend of Wells a8 as Calvin M.C. Dowell and Henry
Stewart ,on March9, 1892, was the ignition of Wdlg fight against lynching (Royster,

2016).

Ida Barnet Wells published « Southern Horrors: lbyhaw in all its phases », the first
of many pamphlets, she wrote about her investigatabout lynching in the United States in

1893. There were also many other articles which da&@avy impact such as « The Reason
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Why Colored America is not in The World’'s Columbi&xposition » in 1893, « A Red
Record » in 1895, and « Mob Rule in New Orlean:1>1900. Her influence was very
significant. The Chicago Housing Authority creatéde Ida B Wells Housing Project in
1941, and several high schools around the countrywamed after her. The Ida B Wells prize
is a very prominent,honourable for supporting blgeksons in media. The country also
recognized her with the Ida B. Wells commemoratstamp, which was published in

1990.(Royster, 2016).

2.14.1da B Wells’ Contributions and Achievements in tle American Civil Rights

Movement

Ida B Wells is considered as one most famous gntHing inthe world. One of her
biggest achievements was shedding the light orhipgcand exposing violence against black
people,especially in the South. She published h#ings, and delivered her speeches across

the country but also abroad to make the voicebadd oppressed people heard.

Ida organized the black political power. She wantedgive black women more
advantages by getting the right to vote. Hence fatneded the first suffragist organization for
black women in Chicago, The Alpha Suffrage Club.llgVbelieved in the power of black
women. She believed the black women could be angtrmting block and could bring
changes. Indeed, this club had a great impact éingroesulting in the election of the first
black alderman Oscar DE priest in 1915. AccordmdMells, women had more the onethird

of the voices for DE priest (Schechter, 2001).

Ida B Wells’ contribution to education was also omant. She worked for several
years as a teacher in public schools in Memphisvd¥er, when she moved to Chicago,

many black students could not have the chance to gohool. She could build a new daycare
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in Bethel Church's lecture room, which was Chica@ost kindergarten designed particularly

for black children.

Apart from education and journalism, Ida B Wellslomged to many groups,
organizations and foundations. She was socially aetive. She was in touch with all the
classes of community . Helped those who were iln€kat made her trusted and gained her

the support of the whole black community.

2.2. Ella Baker (1903 — 1986)

Ella Baker is the brilliant black woman whose ideas aa@ftil organizing sense helped to give

of the civil rights movement.

Figure 2.2: Ella Baker.(Encyclopaedia Britannica,2022).

2.2.1.Early Life

Ella Baker was born on December 13, 1903 in Norfollirginia. During her
childhood, she was nourished and educated by stimargworking black people especially

her mother Anna Ross Baker, whom she describedasygpositive and aggressive woman.
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Trained as a teacher, Anna instructed all thetbfdeer children speech, grammar and writing
before even they went to school. Religion, speailycblack southern Baptist religion was of
huge importance and strength in Ella Baker's lifest]like her mother. This profound
confidence in God demonstrated her idea that beliest be translated into acts. Ella Baker
graduated from Collegiate Institute in Raleigh, tHoCarolina as valedictorian in 1927

(Ransby, 2003.p.13).

2.2.2 Ella Baker's Activist Life

Soon after graduation, Ella began working for thRACP as a field secretary where
she waswidely reputed as an exceptional organizblack youth. Later on, she became the
president of the large NAACP branch of New York.isSThew position gave her enough
freedom and authority to lead soidDS of political campaigns for change that she always
envisioned. After that, Baker plunged into politersd run unsuccessfully for the New York

city council on the Liberal Party (Shyrlee, 1990).

Students from Greensboro's Agricultural Technicall€ge conducted a sit-in at a
neighbourhood business in 1960. This action categdtudents to the fore of the campaign.
The students' actions infused new life into the maign. Baker understood the necessity of
student action and summoned over 300 studentsh®rSouthwide Student Leadership
Conference on Passive Resistance to Separatiorg 8€ILC finances and Shaw University
facilities. The name was later changed to Studemt Nviolence Coordinating Conference.

(Morris, 1986, p. 214).

Baker argued that instead of becoming an arm ofS6&C or the NAACP, the
students should start their own independent cigiits group. The pupils appreciated her
encouragement of their freedom. Baker's effechenSNCC was, in fact, her most significant

contribution. Baker had the clout and drive to cejing's and others' approaches. Baker
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challenged students to examine the discriminattmyctire of Society as a whole and to

evaluate the benefits of a focus group leadersieywpoint (James, 1994).

Baker collaborated with Rosa Parks on a Leaderstopference project at the
NAACP office in Montgomery. The program was createchelp local NAACP access the

shared leadership abilities (Burns, 1997).

Baker believed that the moment was right to comtimrotest actions after the
Montgomery win and the Supreme Court's decisiondégegregate transportation. King
believed that a quiet following a huge accomplishineas typical. Baker thought that
important moments were passing him by and that Keufailed to capitalize on them. Seven
working papers were created by Levinson, Rustid, kKing for the "Southern Negro Leaders
Conference on Transportation and Nonviolence." &hesrking papers served as the
foundation for the Southern Christian Leadershipnf€ence (SCLC). Baker sent the

invitation, and more than 60 ministers respondtdbtt, 1996).

The SCLC was a federation of existing and newlyntted organizations. The
planning board's core was made up entirely of edeaker admits that she realized from the
start that as a woman, an older lady, among a gobupnisters who were mostly supporters,
she would not be able to take on a leadership iposifThis wasn't worth it to compete

(Lerner, 2017).

In 1956, she formed ,with Stanley Levison and BdyRustin who were Martin
Luther King Jr's closest confidant, a fundraisimgamnization to support and help victims of
discrimination in the South. She then served aswgre director of the organization for three

years and a half (Houck & Dixon, 2009).

In 1957, Ella Baker organized the founding meetofgthe Southern Christian

Leadership Conference SCLC. This organization aiatexpreading the rebellion spirit in the
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South. This resulted in the declaration of the W@r8me Court, in the same year, that the

segregation buses were unconstitutional (Ransbg)200

Despite the fact that the name of Ella Baker iso@ssed with many civil rights
organizations such as the NAACP, SCLC or SNCC.Iglaeher own vision of leadership that
made her success; she believed in the «grass»raotolvement of people and the
minimization of hierarchy as she personally preférremaining behind the scenes. She was
nicknamed by her young civil rights activists «dii», which means « teacher » in Swahili.
She was a collaborative leader who was able toteraa environment of revolution and

innovation (Knight, 2009).

2.2.3.Ella Baker's Contributions and Achievementsn the Civil Rights Movement

Ella Baker was a major force in the shaping anddineelopment of the civil rights
movement in America. She was a talented behindtle@es organizerand an inspiring force

behind organizations like SCLC or SNCC.

Baker, with her steely determination and great gkilistening to others, assisted local
leaders in carefully crafting and implementing feed campaigns against lynching, job
possibilities for black people, and equitable parytflacks and whites. She was a proponent of
participatory democracy, which is focused on p€espleassroots engagement in choices that

affect their lives and the reduction of hierarchy.

Ella’s focus was the organization, mobilization ardpowerment of the grassroots,
the masses. Through her mother, she inheritedse s#rservice and dedication that gave her

that mixture of organizational skills and intellgak capacities.

Ella graduated Valedictorian of her 1927 classkavé She was a very smart person

but she did not compete for leadership. She sadtaierself:
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You did not see me on TV, you did not see newsest@bout me.
The kind of role that | tried to play was to pick pieces and put
together pieces out of which | hoped organizatiaghtncome.
My theory strong people don’t need strong leadassdited in

Bobo et al., 2004, p. 79).

Baker provided a wealth of knowledge to a nhumbecarhimunities and movement.
She was a prominent policy influencer in the NAAGNCC, SCLC, and MFDP. Baker
never wanted the limelight, preferring to work lretshadows, encouraging ordinary people to
embark on exceptional things. As a "free agente' ghestioned the established quo and had
an impact on the lives of young people and womexkeBs and other women's stories should

be made public and recognized, and they must teded.

2.3.Fannie Lou Hamer (1917-1977)

Fannie Lou Hamer was detained and assaulted sallgrby authorities in 1962 that
she was partially blind and lost a kidney. It wélssance she attempted to register to vote.
That experience didn't seem to stop her; in fadtidled her determination to fight for human
rights for the rest of her life. Her most activeayggas an activist were the 1960s and 1970s.
Her work focused on the right to vote, social isoaiun, and political power. Despite the fact
that she had nothing in common with the civil rggmbovement’'s heavyweight leaders at the
time, neither in voice nor in physical appearariglee could effortlessly communicate with
blacks using their slang language. Even thoughhsiteno college or university degree, yet

she became one of the most valuable advocatesZ068).
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Figure 3.3: Fannie Lou HamefOPINION, 2017).

2.3.1.Childhood and Early Life

Fannie Lou Hamer was born on October 6, 1917, imntiglamery County, Mississippi,
the sixth of twenty children. Her grandmother waslave who already had 23 children
because of sex abuse. Fannie's mother is among #@mgrandmother often spoke about
the misery of slavery. As a result, Fannie grewwifh strong anti-slavery sentiments.
Fannie's family was impoverished. Her parents warkeany jobs to provide food and
clothing for the family. Her father, a Baptist pchar, also ran a small bar and sold illicit
alcohol, while her mother, Loo Ella, did some dotitegxertion for white households.
Furthermore, all of the youngsters used to helposuthe farm. Fannie, too, began picking
cotton at the age of six. Her official educatiomeato an abrupt end. She had to leave school

in the sixth grade to work full-time on the plaimas (Houck & Dixon, 2009).
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3.2.2Hamer’s Life as an Activist

At the age of forty-four, Hamer started her stragfyir civil rights after being asked
by her friend Mary Tucker to a meeting at the V&iti Chapel Missionary Baptist Church in
Ruleville in 1962. The convention's goal was toamage the black population to register to
vote, which was inconceivable in the South at tiveetdue to the violence and intimidation
used by whites to prevent them. Fannie was conglinaad she registered to vote at the
Indianola court of law with seventeen other memfémy were nicknamed the Indianola
eighteen. During the journey, the party was subpbtd several intimidations and harassment
in order to return. However, this did not deternthd-annie lost her job on the plantation

where she had been working for eighteen yearsesudt of such an act(Knight, 2008).

One of the most significant events in Lou Hameféswas her detention in Winona,
Mississippi on June 9, 1963, and how she was dsslably police along with many other
blacks because they had registered to vote. Thags thter, the activists were released
following tremendous intervention by civil rightsganizations such as the SNCC, SCLC, and
even Martin Luther King Jr. Charges have been fitgghinst the perpetrators of those
atrocities, but the case was dismissed and alheftops were acquitted by an all-white jury

and a white judge (Mills, 2007).

The years 1964 and 1965 were full of events. Fahaie Hamer took part in many
SNCC operations, including voter registration dsiveith the goal of convincing more blacks
to register to vote. Participants in voter registra campaigns handed out voter registration
forms, assisted with their completion, and returtiezlforms to election observers. She also
assisted with the delivery of food and clothinghe needy. Fannie's desire to join in politics
got stronger, and she was one of the key partitspanthe formation of the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party MFDP in response to thanty of conservative white

Democrats(Robnett, 1997).
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Fannie delivered a very heartbreaking testimonwimch she revealed her personal
experiences and what she observed. On June 8, 48é4ave her first testimony, in which
she discussed her recent misfortunes. Following statement, a letter was sent to President
Lyndon B. Johnson requesting that the impending MR&uld be protected. The goal of this
effort was to bring national attention to the vitlesuppression of Mississippi blacks who
sought to exercise their constitutionally protectaghts. As a result, several of the letter
recommendations were incorporated into the 1965ngoRights Act(Brooks & Houck,

2011).

Lou Hamer's advocacy transcended national bourdddrneSeptember 1964, she went
to Guinea, West Africa, with an SNCC team. Theytedsfor three weeks and were very well
received by Guinean President Ahmed Sekou Toure.ekperience was quite motivating. In
her book, Hamer describes how she was astoundseetdlack men flying aircraft, driving
buses, sitting behind desks in banks, and doingythieg that whites did in the United States
at the time. She was also surprised by the numesousgarities in traditions and song

melodies between Africans and black Americans(Rtitpbh897).

Fannie attended The NWPC in the summer of 1971. @tiee primary goals of this
group was to inspire women to get more involvedhi@ political process and the working
population. She planned to operate for the UniteteS Congress, presenting herself as a

campaigner for the poor and a defender of bladkis{@sch, 2008).

When considering the civil rights movement as a lehmat, the movement sector
wasan evident that Fannie Lou Hamer was a poputaoite. At the formal level of
leadership, she was a significant force inside Nhssissippi Freedom Democratic Party,
serving as both an articulator and a mobilizer. iH#uence, however, was not perceived as
genuine by the key official movement leaders besals®e was a woman with no formal

schooling. This emblem of Freedom, like other ram@nmen who were key official bridge
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leaders, functioned as a constant voice of coneeiefior other impoverished people,
articulating the sensitivities of those whosewisdamd vision remained behind the scenes and

were often compromised lives were affected(Robié8,7).

Fannie lost the election, and she suffered from yméinesses; heart problems,
diabetes, breast cancer and died on March 14th, 1#8B&it she had a great impact on the
ratification of the voting Act of 1965. In Rulewll her hometown, to celebrate this unique

brave lady, October 31st was made Fannie Lou Handery (History.com Editors, 2009).

2.3.3: Fannie Lou Hamer’s Contributions and Achievenents in the American Civil

Rights Movement

Few people are aware of Fannie Lou Hamer's motinati speeches before small
audiences in Mississippi. We can analyze Hamenrseanse contribution to the local portion
of the black freedom movement because of Ribbadkadiners who realized the importance

of her message and recorded her presentations.

According to Brooks and Houck (2011), "We're On @{ay" is one of the greatest of
Hamer's historical speeches, and various aspeditsilnge to its extraordinary reputation.
First, the extensive recording of this alternateegih displays Hamer's voice's amazing tone
range and emotive strength, suggesting that heeasldvas much more sincerely given than

her more famous DNC testimony.

Second, in her attitude to boost Delta black voggistration, Hamer smoothly woven
constitutional concepts with biblical promises, eleping a complicated rhetorical style that
she would use for the following many years of helivésm career. Third, the two episodes
that served as anchors for her criticism of theegoment's violently oppressive Jim Crow
system, her efforts at voter identification in 19681 her assault in a Winona jail in 1963, get

the most comprehensive articulation.
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For these considerations, we believe that, whileamét&s Indianola lecture has

attracted little attention, it deserves more prapalysis.

Our rhetorical assessment of Hamer's contributieveals the intricate rhetorical
technique she used to urge civic involvement antwrgdowntrodden Delta black audience.
To encourage voter registration among a group liadt been exploited and frightened for
centuries, Hamer had to not only inform Delta btaok their privileges and encourage them
to see themselves as agents of change, but shdadstw undermine the white supremacist
fear and panic that had limited their prospects.

In response to the complex situation she faced, ddaradopted multiple
interconnected personae, recognizing herself adl@aw black Deltan, distinguishing herself
as a religious leader called by God to perceive 'dlgns of the times," and recruiting new
herself as a religious leader sent to preach friithe captives." (Brooks, 2014).

We genuinely feel that Hamer created and shifietdveen these personalities
through two important narratives: her account af ¢véginal registration endeavour and her
test of fortitude in the Winona prison cell.

Finally, we argue that rhetorical study of thisgotten speech within the activist
lifetime of an unusual and underappreciated movémamber gives light about the diverse
techniques and voices that pushed one of the ranstuned social movements in the history

of American democracy.
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2.4Dorothy Iren Height (1912-2010)

Figure 2.4: Dorothy Iren Height(Black Past,2007).

Dorothy Iren Height was among the few black wometivests who had a powerful
national position. She was the president of thaddat Council of Negro Women for fourty
years. During her battle life, she focused on issseich as illiteracy, voting and

unemployment of black people.
2.4.1. Childhood and Early Life

Dorothy Height was born in Richmond, Virginia, oraMh24, 1912. Both her parents
had been married twice before, so Dorothy had figH-sisters and one full. They had an
enjoyable and joyful family. Her father James wasrmaportant entrepreneur in the building
industry and her mother Fannie was a nurse. Whemwsls five years old, her family moved
to Rankin, Pennsylvania. Her father thought thatNorth would be economically better for

the family. Even though Fannie, the mother, hadchance to work there as a nurse in
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hospitalsbecause such a job was not available fackd , she managed to adapt her

occupation (Crewe, 2009).

She worked as a domestic and offered medicaltassis to patients at home. There
were many good points for Dorothy to grow in Rankirst, Rankin was an industrial city.
There were lots of immigrants working there and icmrfrom different parts of Europe.
There were lItalians, Croatians, Germans, JewislisiP@and many other ethnic groups.
Therefore, Dorothy had a very rich and diversedttubd experience. Another point was that
she was provided a comfortable lifestyle by herepts and a nice home in addition to a

significant education at the Emmanuel Baptist Chuned school (Height, 2003).

At a very young age, Height learned to look foredbence in everything. She tells in
her memoir that she never liked doing anything. Bage a very good pupil at school. She also
liked to be well dressed and tidy. Most of the wanigorothy knew in her childhood
including her mother Fannie were neat, wore regiéetclothes and paid much attention to
their manner, which had a great impact in the stwapi Dorothy’s identity as a woman and
as a member of its community. Dorothy was politicahd socially involved in anti-lynching
efforts while in high school. She is a gifted orato earned first place and a scholarship in
a national oratory competition. Dorothy matricuthttom Rankin High School and was
recruited to Bernard College in 1929, but she vedigsed admission due to the Cota system
regulation of just two blacks being enrolled eaéary In 1933, she enrolled at New York

University and received a master's degree in etunadtpsychology (Height, 2003).

2.4.2. Social Work and Activism

Height's career started directly after graduatiShe worked as a supervisor in the
New York City department of Welfare, assisting vakers helping immigrants. She also

taught religion classes at Columbia University ag pme teacher. In her spare time, Dorothy
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volunteered for The Brooklyn Bureau of CharitieserHenergy and empathy were soon
remarked by her employers. Hence, she receivedpteutiffers for new jobs. She worked as
an investigator for the Home Relief Bureau of Ciresi where she provided assistance to
welfare recipients and soon promoted to becomeopaltsupervisor over all central offices

responsible for recruiting, hiring and managingugends of employees (Knight, 2009).

Dorothy reached out when she was involved with ledem Youth Council. One of
her first roles in the African American protest wiag establishment of The United Youth
Committee against Lynching which had a very lamgeact across the country. Members of
The Harlem Youth Council and young activists frdm NAACP used to hang a black sign
with white letters saying: « man was lynched todayhen march in their cities (Knight,

2009).

Height joined The Harlem YWCA as an associate tlrem 1937. Her job was to
oversee the operations of giving food and shettdreshly arriving young African American
women from the South. Dorothy met two significaatlies at an NCNW conference on
November 7, 1937, which benefited her career. Onth® most notable black ladies was
Mary M.C. Leod Bethune. The National Council of KedVomen was created and led by
Bethune. She also played an essential part in knarfik Roosevelt's 1932 electoral
campaign. Eleanor Roosevelt, the president's wites the second lady. Height recalled the
encounter as follows: "On that autumn day, the kadrle Mary M.C. Leod Bethune laid her

hand on me, the freedom gates are half ajar’ (&232).

Bethune invited Dorothy to attend The National Gouaf Negro Women at the end
of that meeting. She was later elected to the YV¥GRtional board of directors. She was
elected as the NCNW's fourth president in 1957 iiguiner presidency, she insisted on civil

rights for blacks by organizing voter registratidmves in the South, while voter education
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drives in the North and scholarship programs feuri civil rights workers. She assisted the
NCNW in obtaining funds to give vocational trainirggnd to assist women in starting

enterprises in the 1970’s(Height, 2003).

2.4.3.Dorothy Height's Contributions and Achievemets in the Civil Rights Movement

Height began her civil rights activism at the afjéventy-five when she joined The
National Council of Negro Women. She never stoppetll she died in 2010. More than
seventy years of fight and struggle have surelyde&p prints on the movement as a whole.
After being part of so many organizations and assioos such as the YWCA, she gained
much experience and showed a considerable semsaraigement. Dorothy was among the
very few black women who had a political statuse $buld rub the shoulders with political
icons and famous figures such as Martin Luther Kingvlary McLeod Bethune, or even the

First lady Eleonor Roosevelt. She was also askeddwice on political issues.

At the head of the NCNW, Dorothy concentrated herknon reshaping the criminal
justice system to end lynching. She began her cempa Mississippi. She aided many
women from different communities to join the courand forme them so that they become
advocatesfor the black women in their neighborholdie council also helped poor black
families with food and shelter supply through inigeis programs. The Pig Bank, for
example, consisted of lending a pig for each paanilfy to breed andthen fifty pigs turned

into two thousand one in a short period of timeyT.2018).

Height was a key leader in organizing the 1965 mame Washington for jobs and
freedom. She used her position to make the blapklption more independent, and to begina
war against illiteracy, drugs and unemployment. 8ae an expert on local, state and national
governmental committees around women’s issueshi®MNICNN. She would remain single

all her life choosing to fight for the freedom débks over marrying and having children.
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Conclusion

These women are just a very small sample of theenoms examples that could have
been listed in our dissertation. They led extratady lives trying to get equal rights with the
Whites. Their contributions, for most of them, didt gain real public awareness and other

times, their efforts were recognized years aftey fhbassed away.

African American women have been fighting for cimigjhts since the nineteenth
century. They opposed slavery. They took a starainagracism. They founded women's
groups in order to enhance the lives of African Aigens. They were involved in politics and
media, as well as organizing black labor and pramya@éducation. They were the backbone of
the contemporary Civil Rights Movement in the twetht century. The critical mass, the
grassroots leaders urging America to accept justicd equality for all, were African

American women.

These trailblazing black women never gave up. Tieeght fiercely for their rights
defying the stereotypes of their times. They atspired many otherwomen to follow their

path.
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General Conclusion

Africans in America used to face several challerajebwere denied the rights granted
to American citizens at the time. As a result, idev to protest this social injustice, African
Americans chose the civil rights movement as theaiapon, demanding their basic rights in
America. The movement began in 1954 and lasteanfare than 10 years, ending in 1968.
The fundamental objective of the uprising or movetneas to free African Americans from
the violence perpetrated against them in the forma@sm and other forms of discrimination

based on their African ancestry.

The roles black women were performing in the Anaarisociety must be considered
in order to really comprehend the American ciwghtis movement. In fact, black women were
frequently forced to work in the shadow of malehawity. They clothed and sheltered
workers; they marched and demonstrated, and tlodydno the job of educating and watching
over the children in the neighborhood. Without #tive engagement and dedication of
women, African-Americans may never have experiertbedCivil Rights Movement's legal,

social, and political triumphs

This dissertation takes into consideration the daséable causes that led African
Americans to establish the American civil rightewvement. Furthermore; it examines the

brutal ways of segregation that black people entvad during that era.

Our research sought to analyze the pivotal rokeadtblazing black women activists in
the peaceful movement. We used a historical-amalyttechnique based on qualitative
research to carry out this study. The study askistein recognizing the substantial role of

black women in the post-reconstruction era.
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This research is divided into two chapters. Thst fahapter attempted to recite the
main historical reasons that paved the way to e af the American civil rights movement
and pointed out the key aspects of the white rapeesnacy as superior people toward black
citizens. The second chapter illustrated the dontibkack female figures who played a major

role in the success of the American civil rightsveiment.

The findings of this research revealed that JimwCkaws, the black codes and the
terrorist organization Ku Klux Klan are politicalgpnsidered among the main reasons for the
American civil rights movement. Whereas on the aloftont, black people were separated
from white people and seen as inferiors based erUtls Supreme Court decision “separate
but equal” doctrine that led to the settelment dfe tcivil rights movement.
Furthermore,economy was a key section that the &aercivil rights movement tackled,
thus, on the economic front, peaceful marches andprotests were organized demanding

equality and full independence of the black race.

Ida Barnett Wells, Ella Baker, Fannie Lou Hamer dandrothy Iren Height's
experiences illustrate what hundreds of African-Aicen women did throughout the civil
rights era. Many black mothersplayed a major raelethe movement, prioritising their
children's education, and teaching them to emhifazeluties and advantages that come with
citizenship. Black females worked side to side witlen, participated in organizations,

organized marchesand socially held prestigiougiposi

Further research is recommended to explore otlpercésthat might have been seen as
reasons to the rising of black people'scivil rigitovement. Besides the fact that further
studies are needed to investigate the unrecogiileatk female figures who had a massive

impact in gaining and normalizing the civil righits the black race in America.
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