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Study Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the impact of regional trade agreements on international
trade, through a case study of Romania’s accession to the European Union. The study sought
to achieve several key objectives, including: analyzing the economic effects of regional trade
agreements, examining the implications of accession on Romania’s foreign trade between 2000
and 2024, highlighting changes in trade indicators, as well as the structural and geographical
composition of trade, and identifying future challenges and opportunities. The study adopted
both the descriptive-analytical and quantitative approaches, relying on data from Eurostat and
the World Bank. The sample included the Romanian economy and its trade relations with the
EU and beyond. The results revealed an improvement in trade exchange, an expansion in the
base of trade partners, and increased foreign investments, alongside difficulties in adapting to
EU market standards. The study recommends continuing structural reforms, supporting small
and medium enterprises, diversifying trade partners, and adopting policies that enhance
competitiveness and international economic integration

Keywords: European Union, foreign trade, regional trade agreements, European
integration , Romania’s accession.
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