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Abstract

The bedouin Mouritanian schools of Mahdara is a unique
phenomenon in the history of religious education in the

Islamic world, it is considered as one of the oldest
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educational styles that withstood changes of history and
societies over the centuries, the uniqueness of this insituiton
comes from deferent espects such as, its old educational
systems, educational starcture, and curuculam, in addition
to its preferred isolated geographical ereas. Despite of its
great achievements which can be traced through the quality
of its graduates. This paper attempts to determine the truth
of this institution by tracking historical appearance and
development stages, the curriculum and problems facing
their existence and survival. The study seeks to offer an
academic understanding to this institution, through digging
in its history, development stages, structured curricula,

achievements and challenges that face its future.
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Francis de Chassey L'etrier, La Houe et Le Livre:
""Societes Traditionnelles™ Au Sahara Et Au Sahel,
Occidental I'Harmattan, 1993, p 92.
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'2 Camille Douls, « Cing mois chez les Maures nomades du
Sahara occidental », Paris, Tour du Monde, I, 1888, pp.
117-224

13 Camille Douls, Ibid, p 119.

" 1Ibid., p. 206

' Louis Faidherbe, Le Sénégal et la France dans I’Afrique
occidentale, Paris, Hachette, 1889, 501 p., p. 45

' Desfontaines, Fragments d’un voyage dans les régences de
Tunis et d’Alger fait de 1783 a 1786, p. 21.

7 El Ghassem Ould Ahmedou, Traditional teaching in
Mauritania: The Mahadra or school of camel, L’Harmattan,
Paris, 1997,

'8 El Bou Ould Izid Bih el Ia, L’enseignement coranique
traditionnel dans les Mahadras de Nouakchott : Etats des
lieux et perspectives, Réseau Ouest et Centre Africain de
Recherche en Education, Mauritania, 2009

19 André Lecourtois, Etude expérimentale sur I'enseignement

islhmique traditionnel en Mauritanie, Entreprises et
développement, rapport final de I'expert, Montrouge (France),
SEMA, 1978.
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2! Francis de Chassey, Mauritanie, 1900-1975: facteurs

économiques, politiques, idéologiques et éducatifs dans la

formation d'une société sous-développée L'Harmattan,
1984, p 12.

22 See his biography in: Henry Louis Gates and Kwame
Anthony Appiah, Encyclopedia of Africa, Oxford
University Press, 2010, p 221
2 Nehemia Levtzion, "Abd Allah b. Yasin and the
Almoravids", in: John Ralph Willis, Studies in West
African Islamic History, p. 54.
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