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Abstract :

Between 1919 and 1939« both Algeria and Tunisia experienced similar political«
social« and economic conditions under French colonial rule. In Algeria< European
settlers dominated the country’s wealth¢ leading to the deterioration of living
conditions for native Algeriansc with widespread poverty« famine« and disease. The
French colonial policy marginalized Arabic and Islamic education« replacing it with a
French system aimed at erasing Algerian identity.

The press faced heavy censorship« pushing Algerians to seek alternative sources
of information through newspapers from the Arab East. Economically¢ Algeria
suffered as France monopolized agriculture« trade«< and industry« reducing the local
population to poverty.

Politically« after the failure of fragmented armed resistance due to poor
coordination and lack of resources< Algerians shifted towards political activism
through associations and national

. press initiatives

In Tunisia¢ social conditions were equally harsh. Under the French protectorate«
land and privileges were given to European settlers¢ while the native Tunisian
population was marginalized< overtaxed< and excluded from government jobs.
However« culturallyc Tunisia maintained a stronger educational environment:
especially through institutions like the Zitouna Mosque« the Khaldounia association«
and the Sadiki College« which helped nurture a class of educated reformists. Despite
French efforts to control the media¢ Tunisian journalism played a crucial role in
spreading reformist and nationalist ideas. Economically« Tunisia was tightly bound to
the French economy« with France exploiting local resources and controlling foreign
trade< which severely impacted local industries. Politically< France imposed the
protectorate in 1881 and solidified its control with the Treaty of La Marsa in 1883.
Although early resistance was suppressed¢« political movements such as the Young
Tunisians

. emerged¢« marking the beginning of organized nationalist efforts

Amid these colonial realities< the Zitouna Mosque in Tunis became a hub for
Algerian students who fled the cultural suppression in their homeland to pursue higher
education.

These students not only benefited from the rich intellectual environment of
Tunisia but also

. contributed to the growing reformist and nationalist movements across North
Africa

Vi
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