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Summary

In this research, we examine the dramatic structure of the play "The Trench and the
Riddle of the April Fish" by Mohamed Elkamel Ben Zeid, first examining the
significance of the title:

"The Trench and the Riddle of the April Fish'": carries profound symbolic
connotations that reflect the essence of the dramatic work.

- "The Trench" symbolizes war and the suffering imposed by harsh conditions.

- "The Riddle of the April Fish" refers to the intellectual or spiritual challenges
facing the characters in their quest to understand reality or find hope amidst
devastation.

This combination of despair and optimism reflects the central human struggle in
the play, highlighting the values of resilience and renewal in the face of major
challenges.

Second: In terms of the connotations of the elements, we find:

- In terms of form: The play relies on symbolic theatrical design and emotional
performance to embody "The Trench" as a symbol of war, and "The Riddle of the
April Fish" as a symbol of conflict and hope. It also includes diverse characters that
require strong emotional performances to convey the suffering of war, hope, and the
struggle for survival. The dialogue is varied to connect the scenes through symbolic
expressions.

In terms of content: The events convey a message of resilience and human values
through interwoven scenes that accurately reflect the title, presenting an inspiring story
of hope amidst destruction. The theme criticizes war and greed, calling for hope and
resilience. The time is unspecified, reflecting timeless human struggles, and the setting
combines devastated land and sea as a symbol of conflict and life.

Keywords: play, structure, drama, composition, content
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