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Abstract :

This study aims to understand how individuals form their digital identities compared to
their real-life identities, and the impact this has on their expression of non-religious
orientations in digital contexts. The role of online social relationships, particularly online
families in Facebook groups, in providing psychosocial support was examined, as well as
their impact on shaping personal identity and shared values. The role of digital platforms as a
safe space or a source of threat in expressing non-religion was also analyzed, as was how
individuals adapt to traditional social expectations in light of their non-religious identity. The
study has also gained significant importance in understanding the impact of technology on
identities, values, and intellectual orientations, as it highlights the challenges individuals face
in expressing themselves freely and sheds light on the growing role of online communities in
providing psychosocial support. It also focuses on non-religious minorities in Algeria, making
it an important reference for future academic studies in the field of sociology of
communication.

To begin this study, we posed the following questions: How does the digital
environment contribute to shaping individuals' non-religious identities, and how is the "online
family" that represents this identity formed outside of traditional religious social contexts?
What role does this identity play in enhancing self-awareness and social interactions within
these digital spaces?

Our study also relied on an ethnographic approach, using an electronic interview tool to
collect data from a sample of 30 non-religious individuals who use Facebook groups for
Algerians. The study relied on two theoretical approaches: the theory of performance and
identity and the theory of posthumanism. Ultimately, the study reached several conclusions,
the most important of which is that the electronic family constitutes a vital platform for
strengthening digital identity, which contributes to enhancing self-awareness and facilitating
social interactions. The study also demonstrated how digital spaces can reshape social
relations outside of traditional contexts, reflecting the importance of the electronic family as a
community that shares values and orientations.

Keywords: Digital identity - Electronic family - Non-religious identity - Facebook
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