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The study summary

The aim of this study is to explore the essence of the educational theory of Abu
Hamid Muhammad Al-Ghazali Al-Tusi Al-Nisaburi, the Sufi, Shafi’i, and
Ash’ari scholar. He was one of the leading figures of his time and one of the
most prominent Muslim scholars of the 5th century AH. This was done by
identifying the main features of Al-Ghazali's educational philosophy and the
principles of teachi—particularly the ethics of education for both teacher and
learner.Al-Ghazali viewed education as a method or skill that an individual
acquires to build a sound personality. He considered the child to be like a gem
that carries responsibilities through various stages of life. This depends on how
the child's personality is formed and how well they are cared for
spiritually,intellectually, and physically. Through his educational project, Al-
Ghazali sought to define several rules and foundations that a child should
follow. He summarized these in his treatise “Ayyuha al-Walad” (O My Son),
which contain various religious and educational pieces of advice.Al-Ghazali
also emphasized the importance of education in the moral and political fields.
He believed that politics without educational principles would inevitably lead
to a corrupt system of governance. This means that a ruler should be brought
up with proper education and moral values from childhood. How can a ruler
with no ethical or educational principles be expected to manage the aftairs of a
state?Therefore, education is considered the most important foundation in all
areas. Through his focus on spiritual education, Al-Ghazali aimed to create an
Islamic society that is fully committed to the practical and realistic application of
the teachings of the Qur’an and the Sunnah. This form of education draws the
servant closer to his Lord and leads him to abandon anything that may cause

personal or societal destruction and corruption

For Al-Ghazali, the function of education is to strengthen the soul so that it can

overcome bodily desires and regain its rightful position and control over the
self.

(9
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