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Abstract:

This study aimed to develop an explanatory model that clarifies the
interrelated relationship between social intelligence« entrepreneurial motivation:«
and entrepreneurial behavior among university project holders. The research
addressed a central problem: the lack of a comprehensive theoretical framework
linking personal and motivational traits to entrepreneurial behavior in local
university environments. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach
and utilized a questionnaire as the main data collection tool« applied to a random
sample holders affiliated with the Business Incubator at the University of El
Oued.

Data were analyzed using Partial Least Squares Structural Equation
Modeling (PLS-SEM). Results revealed a strong direct relationship between
social intelligence and entrepreneurial motivation (B = 0.74)¢ a moderate
relationship between entrepreneurial motivation and entrepreneurial behavior (3
= 0.67)¢ and a weaker direct relationship between social intelligence and
entrepreneurial behavior (B = 0.45). The analysis also confirmed a statistically
significant indirect effect of social intelligence on entrepreneurial behavior
through entrepreneurial motivation« highlighting the key mediating role of
motivation. Construct validity indicators (HTMT¢« VIF) and path coefficients
supported the credibility of the proposed model.

The study provides added value at both theoretical and methodological
levels by presenting an integrated model that goes beyond linear relationships
and considers the contextual specificity of the Algerian university environment.
It recommends implementing university programs aimed at enhancing social
intelligence as a gateway to developing entrepreneurial behavior among
students.

Keywords: social intelligence« entrepreneurial behavior< entrepreneurships

entrepreneurial motivation
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