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Abstract:



Al-Hisbah and Its Role in Regulating Markets in Tlemcen During
the Zayyanid Era (633 AH — 962 AH / 1235 CE - 1555 CE)

This study aims to shed light on the role of the al-Hisbah institution
in organizing the economic and social life of the city of Tlemcen
under the rule of the Zayyanid dynasty. Markets formed a vital center
in Tlemcen, and the muktasib (market inspector) was responsible for
regulating them and monitoring transactions, guided by the principle
of enjoining good and forbidding evil, and committed to strict legal
and ethical standards.

The study explores the concept of al-Hisbah, its origins, and its
development in the Islamic West (Maghreb), then focuses on its
practical role in regulating Tlemcen's markets in aspects such as:

. Standardizing weights and measures,

. Combating fraud and monopoly,

. Regulating commodity prices,

. Overseeing the behavior of sellers and consumers,

. Maintaining cleanliness in roads and markets, and enforcing
public morality.

It also reviews literary works that documented al-Hisbah in the
Islamic Maghreb, portraying the mu/ktasib as a key figure in achieving
economic and social justice—especially in a commercial hub like
Tlemcen.

Keywords:

Al-Hisbah, Market Regulation, Zayyanid State, Hisbah Institution,
Economic Oversight.
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