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Orientalist Discourses as a Mechanism for Manufacturing Hatred Between the East and
the West: A Reading of Edward Said's Position
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Abstract: Orientalist discourses have often concealed political and cultural purposes and reflected
certain ideologies. This is what Palestinian thinker and critic Edward Said worked to reveal by
deconstructing Orientalist writings that carry goals whose purpose is not to understand the East but to
possess it, by spreading hatred between cultures or within a single culture, and thus granting political
colonialism the legitimacy to take the East, which is based on magic, myth, violence, and
backwardness as seen by the Orientalist, as a destination, through propositions based on racism and
imperialism.

This important study, with its analytical approach, came to shed light on Orientalism as a
mechanism for manufacturing hatred, by presenting Edward Said's critical stance on Orientalist
writings saturated with a discourse of hatred towards the East, revealing its true intentions in calling
for colonialism and destabilizing the East.

Keywords: Edward Said; Orientalism; East; West; hatred; cultural criticism.
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