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Legal regime for the protection of the environment from oil pollution
The case of the Mediterranean Sea
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“Abstract: -

The study aims at highlighting some national and international conventions
and efforts deployed to protect the marine environment in the Mediterranean Sea
at both international and regional/sub-regional levels. At the international level, it
concerns the London Convention of 1954 on the Prevention of pollution of the Sea

by Oil as well as the United Nations Convention related to Marine Law of 1982. At
the regional level, it implies Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the
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Mediterranean Sea from pollution of 1976, which resulted from the Mediterranean
Action Plan of 1975 under the United Nations Program; with several protocols
attached to it. As concerns the sub-regional level, a convention was concluded
between Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco as an emergency plan to respond to the
incidents of marine pollution in the southwest Mediterranean region.

In parallel, the international responsibility is considered as one of the
important topics to highlight the effectiveness of any international convention.
Framers of legal systems devote substantial efforts on assuring its effectiveness
and continuity by defining the foundations of liability in case of any environmental
damage as well as the rules and methods of its compensation.

Key words: Environment; Mediterranean Sea; Convention; Oil pollution;
Environmental damage.
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