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This thesis examines Libya’s oil policy during the period from 1969 to 1986—a critical
phase in the country's economic and political history marked by significant
transformations in the management of the oil sector following the Al-Fateh Revolution
of September 1969. The study focuses on analyzing the nature of this policy, its core
directions, and its impact on the national economy as well as on Libya’s domestic and

foreign policy.



The research stems from a central question: To what extent did Libya’s post-1969 oil
policy contribute to economic sovereignty and development, and what were its
implications for the internal structure of the state and its position in the international
system? To address this question, the study adopted a historical-analytical approach,
relying on a variety of primary and secondary sources, including official documents,

reports, and specialized academic literature.

The findings reveal that the nationalization of oil and the state’s full control over the
sector marked a major turning point. Oil revenues enabled the financing of large-scale
development projects, infrastructure building, and the expansion of public services.
However, this success was accompanied by structural imbalances, most notably the
heavy reliance on oil as the sole source of income, which rendered the economy

vulnerable to market fluctuations and international sanctions—especially after 1986.

The thesis also highlights the strong influence of oil policy on Libya’s foreign relations,
as the state used oil as a political tool to support revolutionary agendas, which in turn
contributed to its international isolation at various stages. The study recommends
further research into the impact of oil on Libya in the post—-1986 period, particularly to
gain deeper insight into the evolution of the rentier state model and to explore viable

strategies for diversifying the national economy.
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