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Citizen Participation as a Mechanism to Achieve the Local Development:
Morocco as a Case Study
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Abstract:

The present study seeks to introduce the concept of citizen participation as a
new integrated approach based on redistributing roles and forming relationships
between actors and main partners in the local development process. This study
presented the Moroccan governmental efforts to incorporate the new approach at
the legal and organizational level to face economic and social development
challenges.

The study has found that there are obstacles related to the political,
administrative and legal environment that are facing the incorporation of the
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approach, thus it proposed a set of mechanisms to activate them. The study ended
with recommendations, such as developing a local charter for associative action in
order to organize the relationship with other actors, providing legal legislation to
conduct the popular initiative, raising awareness about local concern among
citizens, and incorporating the subject of participatory democracy in study
programs.

Keywords: Citizen; citizen participation; civil society; consultation;
dialogue; local development.
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