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Abstract:

This study seeks to examine the role of local authorities in
fostering participatory democracy, which is regarded as the most
effective mechanism for enhancing citizen engagement—
whether individually or collectively through civil society
organizations—in the governance of local affairs. Participatory
democracy provides a framework through which citizens and
civil society actors can contribute meaningfully to local
decision-making processes, with the ultimate aim of achieving
sustainable local development. The findings of this study
underscore the pivotal role of civil society in advancing the
principles of participatory democracy, particularly through its
developmental initiatives that contribute to improving citizens’
living conditions and promoting social well-being.

Keywords: Local authorities, participatory democracy, civil
society, local development.




