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The city has been a fertile theme in the Arabic novel. It has been able to
address its world in all its features and images. It had a particular presence in
a collection of Algerian narrations that sought to convey a series of
transformations that Algerian society had known especially after
independence. Algerian novelists focused more on the transformations of the
social and political movement, examining its impact on the individual
through the use of urban space in a distinct technical manner. That indicates
their deep intellectuality. For instance, "Bashir Mufti,” one of those Algerian
novelists, portrayed the city of Algiers, reflecting its transformations in a
crucial period, through his novel, “The Ghosts of the Murdered City”. He
depicted the city deeply, in multidimensional views: religious, historical,
cultural and political. This space has created an artistic dimension with an
emotional dimension as a result of the physical and moral overlap. This
space which is Marchi in Algiers is characterized by a combination of
sediments and accumulated heritage in the memory.

In this context, this study aims at examining the manifestations of the
image of the city and its transformations as a theater of political, social and
intellectual events through the theme of violence within the novel. So, could
Bashir Mufti, through his employment of urban space, convey a very
creative awareness of the place in general and the city in particular?

key words : Representations, transformations, space, city
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