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Study summary:

This study aims to clarify the concept of competitiveness as a strategic choice
that allows Algerian small and medium enterprises to improve their competitive
position in light of economic openness. Achieving this goal is linked to their
ability to provide the necessary conditions of human resources and systems to
obtain good performance, as Algeria currently faces the challenge of liberalizing
trade exchanges. And integration into the global economy, and in order to benefit
from this liberalization, and to move from import to export, it must work to
improve and raise the competitive capabilities of its products according to
international standards, by paying attention to the main source of these products,
which is generally represented by small and medium enterprises, through
supporting, developing and qualifying them, which Algeria can gain
competitiveness in the future.

Through this study, we will attempt to identify the most important indicators of
competitiveness and economic openness that must be harnessed by small and
medium enterprises to gain a lasting competitive advantage that allows them to
contribute to the development of the national economy.

We have concluded through the study that the competitiveness of economic
institutions in Algeria is improving according to the development of their
contribution to the gross domestic product, but as for general competitiveness and
Import competitiveness, they are declining, and despite the improvement in
export competitiveness, their situation is not strong and not permanent, which is
what was indicated and confirmed. Our study showed a significant decline in
competitive advantage as well as the factors affecting it positively.

Keywords: competitiveness, small and medium enterprises, economic openness,
trade exchanges, import, export.
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