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Abstract:

This study, entitled “Social Representations in the Didactics of Arabic
Language Texts among First-Year Middle School Students,” aims to shed
light on how learners perceive the content of educational texts and the values
they convey, based on their personal and social representations. The central
research question addresses: What kinds of representations do first-year middle
school students form regarding Arabic language texts, and what factors
influence them?

The research was divided into two main parts:

« A theoretical part, which includes a conceptual introduction to key terms
such as social representations, didactics, and texts, followed by a chapter
that explores the structural components of text didactics in the Algerian
curriculum, including competencies, content, timing, methods, materials,
and evaluation.

« A practical part, which analyzes the results of two questionnaires
administered to both students and teachers, using a descriptive and
analytical statistical approach.

The fieldwork revealed that students’ representations of texts range from
positive to negative, and are influenced by several factors, most notably: the
relevance of the text to real life, clarity of vocabulary, the teacher’s method of
explanation, and the use of educational aids. The results also pointed to
linguistic and lexical difficulties that affect comprehension, in addition to the
presence of confused or incorrect representations that require pedagogical
intervention to correct.

The study concluded that improving the teaching of texts involves
understanding students’ representations and gradually reshaping them through
interactive strategies and appropriate tools. The research also presented
recommendations for curriculum designers and teachers to enhance students’
engagement with texts and to adapt them to learners’ cultural and social
environments.
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