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Legal protection of children during armed conflict
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Abstract:
Children, even as fetuses, enjoy a set of civil and financial rights that act as
a legal arsenal that protects this vulnerable group and preserves their rights.
However, during times of war, children’s rights are always violated. In order to
ensure the survival of the human race, the international community rushed to
protect this vulnerable group and set a definition of the “child” protected under
international law. A child is “every human being under the age of 18 years. As for
the Geneva Convention, despite not stating a definition of the “child,” it
establishes a special protection system for children who are under the age of 15
years. The additional protocol (I) regarding the protection of victims during armed
conflicts ensures in article 77, which was adopted by Algeria in 05/16/1989, the
protection of people under the age of 18 and the preservation of their rights in
times of peace and war. During the times of war, children are under dual legal
protection, where international and national mechanisms and humanitarian
agencies work to assure that these rights are being respected and implemented.

Key words: Child; protection of children, children’s rights; international
protection mechanisms.
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