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Summary

Ancient civilizations are rich in rich elements that still attract the attention of
scientists and experts around the world and remain the subject of their research
to this day. Animals of various types are among the elements that clearly
emerged in ancient civilizations because they played a fundamental role in those
civilizations.
The importance of some animals is that some ancient civilizations sanctified
certain types of them, which made them present in most of the landmarks and
monuments of these civilizations.
The role of animals was reflected in the customs and traditions of the ancient
peoples who lived in these civilizations, and each of them had a number of
animals that distinguished it from others. For example, the ancient Roman
civilization was interested in non-domesticated or predatory animals. In the



beginning, wild boars, bears, wolves and some other species were animals
imported to the Roman civilization, while the elephant, lion, parrot, ostrich and
giraffe are all animals that entered the Roman civilization in the first century
BC.

Animals of all kinds were very important to the ancient Egyptians. They
respected the qualities found in animals, especially those animals that had
abilities that humans did not have. Birds were of particular importance to the
ancient Egyptians. For example, the ancient Egyptian god Horus had the head of
a falcon and his mission was to protect the ruler during his reign. Although fish
were only the food of the poor, some types of fish had a place in tales and
myths. As for the snake, it represented evil and was a symbol of the god Set, the
god of chaos for the ancient Egyptians. He is a god usually associated with
excessive physical strength and wars. The ancient Egyptians used sheep for their
meat, milk and fur. As for the ram, it was a symbol of fertility and was linked to
more than one god such as Khnum and Amun. There are some wild animals that
were used as pets. For example, Ramses Il owned a lion that was tamed as a pet.
Animals sometimes appear in ancient civilizations as symbols of certain
characteristics they are believed to represent. Common phrases such as “cunning
as a fox” or “brave as a lioness” are everyday examples of the practice of using
animals to represent human qualities. The dog often appears as a symbol of
loyalty in myths and legends, and the tiger symbolizes power and vitality. In
Celtic mythology, the boar symbolizes war, and its image is depicted on helmets
and coins. Many civilizations contain stories in which animal figures
representing human qualities provide moral lessons. Animals can also be
symbols of gods. People traditionally saw the owl as wise or as representing
wisdom. Thus, Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom, was often shown with
Minerva the owl. Similarly, dolphins can represent the presence of the sea god
Poseidon. This explains why the ancients were keen to carve these animals on
monuments that remain a source of pride for their country throughout the ages.
Keywords: Ancient civilizations - symbolism - animal - snake - ram - cow.



