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Religious coexistence in Ottoman Algeria: the judiciary as a model
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Abstract:
This study examines the issue of religious coexistence in Algeria
between the Hanafi and Maliki schools of law, using the judiciary as a
case study. As is well-known, the Maliki school was the predominant
school of law in Algeria before the Ottoman conquest. However, with
Algeria's integration into the Ottoman Empire in 1518, the Hanafi school
was strengthened and became the official state school. Nevertheless,
historical studies affirm the coexistence of different Islamic schools of
thought within Algerian society in all aspects of life, particularly in the
judiciary, which was characterized by dualism within the scholarly
council between the Hanafi and Maliki schools. In the state, there were
both a Hanafi and a Maliki judge, each with broad authority to issue
verdicts, and the population retained the freedom to choose either the
Maliki or Hanafi court for their grievances.
key words: Judiciary, Scientific Council, Maliki School, Fatwa, Ottoman
Era.
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