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Abstract
The present study, entitled "Narrative Structure and Its Touristic Dimensions in

Contemporary Travel Writing: A Study of Abdelkader Meski’s Book 'The Journey to
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the Red Oasis' as a Model," explores the genre of travel literature and its multifaceted
dimensions within the contemporary travel text. The study was shaped by an in-depth
examination of the corpus and guided by a central research problem, resulting in a
structured outline comprising an introduction, a preliminary chapter, two main
chapters, and a concluding section.

The introductory chapter, titled "The Conceptual Framework of the Study,” defines
the concept of travel literature, outlines its features in the Arab literary tradition, traces
its development in modern and contemporary Algerian literature, and discusses the
motivations behind writing travel narratives today.

The first chapter, entitled "The Artistic Characteristics of the Narrative Structure in
'The Journey to the Red Oasis'," offers a semiotic analysis of the book's cover, the
journey’s synopsis, and the key stops explored by the traveler. It also examines the
construction and meaning of the protagonist, character typologies and presentation, as
well as the spatial and temporal frameworks of the journey and their underlying
significances.

The second chapter, "The Touristic Dimensions of the Book," investigates the author's
motivations for writing, explores the relationship between travel writing and literary
tourism, and highlights the anthropological and ethnographic spectacles portrayed
through depictions of local life, traditions, and customs within the Timimoun
community. The study concludes with a summary of its key findings.

Abdelkader Meski’s journey is crowned with success, and his contribution to travel
literature stands as a landmark achievement. Through this work, he inscribed his name
in the firmament of Algerian literature, reviving and preserving the fragmented legacy
of travel writing.

Keywords: Abdelkader Meski, travel literature, the book, travel narrative, oasis,

character, time, space, customs and traditions
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