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Abstract:

This study, which took the theory of the media gatekeeper as an entry point, aims to
identify and reveal the declared and undeclared controls set by the Facebook network, and to
know the extent to which these laws are applied to journalists in publishing content that deals
with the Palestinian issue, while identifying the most prominent methods followed by
journalists in publishing related content. On the Palestinian issue. In order to achieve these
goals, the study relied on the survey method, using a questionnaire tool to collect data and
information. The research was applied to journalists active on Facebook in the states of Oued
and Touggourt on a sample of 50 journalists who were chosen intentionally.

The study started from a main question: What are the declared and hidden publishing
restrictions that the Facebook platform applies to posts related to the Palestinian issue? The
study reached a number of results, the most notable of which are:

_Facebook seeks to establish policies and controls to ensure the protection of its users
and their personal data. It includes rules related to privacy, security, offensive content, and a
policy for reporting harmful or rule-violating content, and provides multiple options for users
to control privacy settings.

_The study confirmed the existence of undeclared controls specifically applied to content
related to the Palestinian issue on Facebook as a result of the existence of systematic
censorship of Palestinian content across Meta platforms.

_She also confirmed that publishing content related to the Palestinian issue via Facebook
is not subject to the same publishing controls announced by Facebook, and this is due to the
presence of other controls on Palestinian content due to bias, marginalization, racism, and
discrimination of content related to the Palestinian issue via the Facebook network.

_The journalists also confirm that the Facebook algorithm is designed to suppress
Palestinian content so that it affects the display of this content, and that there is unfair
treatment and discrimination in dealing with content related to Palestine, including deleting
posts and unjustified bans on accounts that express their support for Palestine.

The study revealed the existence of strategies that enable the journalist to use when
publishing Palestinian content. Among these methods is creating his own website to publish
content related to the Palestinian issue, through which he controls the content he publishes
and gives him space to express freely without restrictions.

Keywords: Publication restrictions, Facebook, journalists, the Palestinian issue, published
content.
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