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Abstract:

Through our research, we arrived at a set of findings, the most
important of which are:

The diversity of speech acts found in Al-Maydani’s book “Majma" al-
Amthal,” ranging from assertives, directives, expressives, and other
pragmatic classifications.

The clear presence of speech acts within popular proverbs, which
indicates the richness of proverbial discourse in pragmatic functions.
Al-Maydani’s reliance in his proverbs on indirect speech acts in many
instances, where the intended meaning is understood through context
and implied meaning.

The study revealed that analyzing proverbs according to speech act
theory helps to understand more precisely the intentions carried by
proverbs.

The study showed an intersection between modern pragmatics and
some concepts known in the Arabic rhetorical tradition in the fields of
informative and performative utterances.

The study demonstrated that popular proverbs constitute fertile
material for pragmatic study due to their diverse linguistic and
contextual meanings.

The pragmatic approach proved effective in analyzing proverbial
discourse and revealing the nature of the speech acts used within it.
Keywords: pragmatics, speech acts, Majma“ al-Amthal, direct and
indirect speech acts.



