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Study Summary: 

This study seeks to explore the phenomenon of “the absent” in crisis 

poetry by analyzing the poem “Do You Think You Burned Me” by the poet 

Muḥdhal Al-Ṣuqūr. The analysis is framed within a cultural criticism approach, 

employing the tools of cultural critique to uncover the embedded cultural codes 

within the text. The research focuses on how symbolic absence is represented 

and how it reflects themes of identity, political resistance, and religious and 

historical dimensions. 

Using a descriptive-analytical method, the study deconstructs the textual 

structure of the poem and connects it to the broader cultural contexts 

surrounding it. The findings reveal that the poem employs absence as a 

rhetorical and semantic strategy—a multi-layered form of resistance that 

expresses the self's struggle within a crisis-ridden environment. 
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