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Abstract

This thesis investigates the employment of folklore in the plays of Azzeddine Jalawiji.
More specifically, it touches upon questions related to the functions and presence of folklore
in the Algerian Theatrical text, and to what extent it reflects the reality of the Algerian society
through time, aiming at expressing the Algerian play-writers' awareness and mastery in
leaning upon creative folkloric products in their works. Moreover, the present work attempts
at analyzing the expressive and aesthetic strategies the writer used in his plays in the light of
those creative products. Indeed, we shed light on the relationship between the Algerian theatre
and the folklore emanating from the depth of the Algerian people's life. It was found that this
diverse huge heritage and cultural richness is enormously contained by this theatre, which
sought to preserve it from vanishing through employing and expressing its dimensions and
function. The Algerian theatre considers this folklore as an invaluable source of historical,
social, religious, psychological, intellectual, and cultural evidence of one of the human
existence' periods, which resulted in diverse products such as parables, tales and songs created
by the people's wisdom and genius to picture their simple experiences, customs, traditions,
daily activities and rituals. This was a real projection of the nature of the Algerian people in
the past. Therefore, almost all the plays of Azzedine Jalawji were studied, for they include so
much of Folklore. We classified the folkloric product in these plays according to the context
set by the writer into social, psychological, and cultural, given the various circumstances and
events in these plays where he tries to project the life of the Algerian people from different
angles. Furthermore, we analyzed the Azzedine Jalawiji's purposes behind the use of folklore
to tie the past, which is represented by the folkloric products, to the present (writer's present
time), which is embodied in his plays following his personal perception of a given issue or
truth within his society. This confirmed that the Algerian play-writer is truly aware of the
importance of the use of Folklore in theatre to reflect the people's real life. Thus, the thesis
was divided into three chapters that covers all issues related to the study's problematic |,

focusing on the presence of folklore in Azzedine's Jalawji's texts and its functions.

Key Words: Folklore; Function; Popular Creativity; Theatre; Theatrical text.
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