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Manifestation of Narrative Persona in Archaic Algerian Poetry: ""A

youngling Remembering an Era'" Poem by Abu Hamu Musa al-Zayani
as a Model
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Abstract:

This study critically examines the manifestations of the narrative
persona in early Algerian poetry, with a focus on the poem "A Youngling
Remembering an Era" by Abu Hamu Musa al-Zayani. The poem intricately
intertwines poetic and narrative elements, resulting in a unified narrative
structure enriched by a diversity of narrative voices. The poet consciously
recedes into the background, allowing readers to explore an alternate
narrative world. Through his mastery of language, he constructs a
metaphorical and imaginative relationship with the poem’s characters. This
analysis aims to elucidate the ways in which the narrative persona emerges
throughout the poem, highlighting how the poetic narrative subsumes the
poet’s voice, replacing it with multiple narrative personas, both realistic and
imaginative. These personas become central to the poem’s critical
interpretation, especially within the broader context of archaic Algerian
poetry.

key words: Manifestations; Persona; youngling; An era; Abu Hamu
Musa al-Zayani; Narrator; Poetic Narrative
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