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Abstract

All praise 1s due to Allah alone, and peace and blessings be upon
the one after whom there is no prophet. This is a summary of the
doctoral dissertation titled “Sayyid al-Qimni’s Position on the Prophetic
Sunnah — A Critical Study,” submitted by the doctoral candidate Riyadh
Makhlouf under the supervision of Dr. Mohammed Ramdhani, in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for a PhD degree in
Contemporary Hadith Studies .

The study delves into one of the contemporary reinterpretations of
Islamic heritage, focusing on the perspective of the late Egyptian writer
and thinker Sayyid al-Qimni regarding the Prophetic Sunnah,
particularly within the framework of what is commonly referred to as
intellectual enlightenment or the renewal of religious discourse. The
aim 1s to assess how these modern trends seek to align Islamic thought
with evolving knowledge and global developments. The thesis critically
investigates the key flaws and potential dangers in al-Qimni’s
understanding of Sunnah and related core Hadith issues. It consists of
four chapters: the introductory chapter offers a brief biography of
Sayyid al-Qimni and highlights his intellectual foundations concerning
Islamic creed, as well as the assumptions underpinning his approach to
Islamic heritage; the first chapter discusses his view of the concept and
origins of the Sunnah; the second addresses his position on the
documentation and authority of the Sunnah; and the final chapter
examines two significant issues in Hadith methodology, the credibility
of the Prophet’s Companions and the distinction between mass-
transmitted (mutawatir) and solitary (ahad) reports, as key elements in
the transmission of Sunnah. The research ultimately concludes that
most of al-Qimni’s views are marked by substantial academic
shortcomings and a serious detachment from scholarly integrity,
particularly in his treatment of the Prophet’s (peace and blessing be
upon him) sayings, actions, and character. His approach is also shown
to lack scientific rigor, objectivity, and fairness, reflecting weak
methodological grounding and an insufficient grasp of both core
Islamic sciences and auxiliary disciplines such as Hadith principles,
leading to serious intellectual errors that cannot be overlooked.
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