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Study Summery:

Sufism is a religious doctrine that appeared in the second century AH as a
reaction to the luxurious life that kings and princes lived. It is derived from the
word wool, referring to the clothing that was a sign of asceticism in that period.
It was adopted by a number of notables and celebrities who contributed to its
spread in the East and the West. This doctrine had a great impact on literature,
both poetry and prose. Its pioneers resorted to literature to express their
struggles and reveal their inner beings in order to get closer to the Divine
Essence, and they created their own symbols for themselves that could only be
perceived by a person of taste who had risen in the paths of the wise. Among the
early pioneers of Sufi literature were: al-hallaj, 1bn al-Farid, lbn Arabi, and
Rabi’a al-Adawiya...Algerian writers were influenced by them, and they were a
source of inspiration for them, led by Abu Madin Shuaib and Emir Abd al-
Qadir, whose influence by Sufism was evident in his literary works. He
employed various artistic characteristics of Sufi literature, and many Sufi
symbols and terms appeared clearly in his poems, including: the symbol of
women, divine spinning, wine, and nature. His poems were distinguished by the
quality of their casting and the splendor of their weaving, influenced by the Holy
Qur’an and pre-Islamic poetry, which had a great influence in shaping the

features of his artistic and literary personality.

Keywords: Sufi poetry, Sufi symbols, Sufi terminology, Emir Abdul
Qadir Al-Jazairi
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