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Comparative Study of the Reality of International Trade in Services of a Sample
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¢ Abstract: Services are part of the world's trade, representing a significant proportion of the share of international trade, :
¢ while maintaining the apparent differences between regions in the world. This study came to identify the status of
¢ international trade in services over the last 10 years in a sample of global economic groups that have similar :
i characteristics, namely the European Union, the Maghreb countries and the BRICS countries.
i The study concluded that international trade in services is growing at a steady annual rate of 85%, which is close to the :
i growth recorded in the European Union, while the BRICS countries are experiencing huge growth rates in the value of
i this trade exceeding the world average and nearly 200% ; in contrast to the Maghreb which its growth rate is much
i lower than the global rate. However, it should be noted that, despite this growth, only the EU has a trade surplus in :
i services, while both the Maghreb and the BRICS countries have an annual deficit, which may be due to the difference :
i in currencies, or in the volume of services exchanges which are resulted from economic policies for each country
¢ within each group. The groups studied are similar in terms of the dominance of commercial services on the total value
i of exports or imports of services, followed by different but convergent rates for both transport and travel services,
¢ while there is a difference in the proportion of the contribution of other types of services, whether in imports or :
¢ exports, depending on the characteristics of each group. For example, the increase of imports of government services in
i the Maghreb countries compared to the small ones of the EU and BRICS, and the increase in imports and exports of :
i financial services of the EU compared to the Maghreb and the BRICS countries, while increasing the value of exports
i of services related to the technology and IT for this latter (BRICS), versus the rest of the groups. Accordingly, the
i study recommended that the Arab Maghreb countries should rely on a variety of services in their exports, resulting :
i from a genuine interest in this sector in terms of its quality and marketing in the world to be accepted, in return to work :
i on a mandatory reduction of the import bill of services except the necessary. The BRICS countries should try to find a
¢ balance by boosting the service exports of all the countries of the group, especially South Africa and Brazil, in order to
¢ have a positive impact on the results of the whole group. H
¢ Keywords: Keyword ; Services ; Service Imports ; Service Exports ; International Trade of Services ; Trade exchanges
i Jel Classification Codes : F14 : N7 : P45, i
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