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Social representations of professional choice.
"Dismantling structure and understanding the mechanism
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i Abstract: Given the diversity of theoretical approaches and research methods, the central core theory has gained i
momentum in studying social issues found at the intersections of knowledge. We adopted this theory to analyze the
structure of social representations of professional choice, to understand their formation process, and to examine their
¢ working mechanisms. Key findings include: Social representations of professional choice are shaped by objectification
¢ and anchoring processes, and are organized around a central core composed of cognitive elements and values. These
¢ representations feature a peripheral system situated between the central core and the individual's social reality. This
peripheral system protects the central core by absorbing shocks and adapting to contextual changes. The mechanism of :
social representations relies on a functional relationship between the central core and the peripheral system; the central :
i core provides meaning while the peripheral system preserves it. :

: Keywords: Social representations; Central nucleus theory; Central nucleus; Peripheral System Professional choice.
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