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Abstract

Anyone who browses the history of Tunisia during the colonial period is stopped
by a phenomenon that represented one of the issues that most violated the
feelings of the Tunisian people and stimulated their awareness, due to its
seriousness and its impact on its historical and cultural entity. By that we mean
the problem of legitimate naturalization, the conditions for which were provided
and helped to be achieved by the diversity of communities and sects coexisting
in Tunisia throughout the colonial era. Therefore, the problem of naturalization
of Tunisians was It is one of the issues of friction between the Protection
Authority and the Tunisian elite because this issue affects the identity and
authenticity of the Tunisian people. The Tunisian elite considered it one of the
attacks of Christianity against Islam because the issue affects faith, and this is
what made the Tunisian elite, with its various intellectual, scientific and political

trends, declare its rejection of this project and in many situations, especially
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after the silence of religious scholars. The officials who did not clarify the
religion’s position on naturalization and the naturalized person used several
means to do so, and also worked to educate the people about its danger in order

to consolidate the foundations of religion and Tunisian identity.

Keywords: naturalization - the elite - protection - Tunisians - colonial politics -

the Sharia Council - the Constitution Party - the fatwa.
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