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Abstract:

Science fiction novels open vast horizons for attempting to read the future
through foresight, which has prompted novelists to delve into this field in an
effort to captivate the reader. This inspired us to choose a topic titled: "Foresight
and Narrative Mechanisms in the Science Fiction Novel 'His Majesty the Great
Father' by Habib Mounsi as a Model." The novelist Habib Mounsi is one of the
most prominent contemporary Algerian novelists who have explored the realm
of science fiction in their writings. His novel "His Majesty the Great Father" is a
distinguished example of a foresight novel. This study aims to depict a possible
future scenario of the tragic reality, relying on various narrative mechanisms.
The reasons and motivations for choosing this topic are both subjective and
objective. Subjectively, it stems from a desire to research the field of science
fiction and its vision of the future in light of globalization and technology.
Obijectively, it involves investigating the most important narrative mechanisms
employed in Arabic, particularly Algerian, science fiction novels. We have
adopted the structural approach to analyze the narrative structures in relation to
foresight. Additionally, the semiotic approach played a part in the study through
the analysis of the title, its connotations, and symbols, using descriptive and
analytical methods. Habib Mounsi's novel "His Majesty the Great Father"”
successfully introduces new techniques and mechanisms that align with the
concept of foresight in a science fiction novel, rooted in the reality he lives in.
Mounsi employs narrative mechanisms such as time, character, and place in a
foresight novel, depicting technology and the future world in a tragic vision
when deviating from Islamic religion and the dominance of technology. This
research could open further horizons for studying science fiction novels in
Algeria and the uniqueness of its narrative, revealing what the future may hold
from an Arab-Islamic perspective.
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