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Abstract: 

This thesis focuses on the study of the feminine “argouza” as a form of oral 

popular expression in the region of Oued Souf, Algeria. It highlights its role in 

portraying the identity of the Soufi woman and her connection to both place and 

history. In this context, the argouza is considered a living cultural document 

through which women conveyed their daily experiences and expressed their views 

on social, cultural, and even economic transformations. 

The study addresses two main dimensions: 

1. Historical dimension: by examining the development of the Soufi society 

and its impact on the content of the argouzat. 

2. Geographical dimension: by analyzing how the desert environment 

influenced the representation of women and the themes of the argouzat. 

The thesis is structured into two chapters: 

 Chapter One: This chapter examines the influence of historical, 

geographical, religious, cultural, social, and economic factors in shaping the 

women's lyrical heritage in the Oued Souf region, with an analysis of the 

themes of women's arjouzas and their reflection on the lived experiences of 

Soufi women. 

 Chapter Two (Applied): This chapter presents a definition of the arjouza, 

highlighting its characteristics, rhythm, origins, and its geographical 

distribution between nomadic and urban communities. 

The thesis also underscores the argouza's importance as a tool of social and 

cultural documentation, through which women expressed their identity, 

belonging, and interaction with their environment in both time and space. The 

study relied on historical and geographical methods, as well as a descriptive 

approach for text analysis. 

In this dissertation, we have relied on both the historical and geographical 

approaches. 

Keywords : The Soufi Woman – Popular Oral Expression – Feminist Arjūza 


