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Abstract

Popular arts, encompassing various forms of folk poetry, serve as profound
expressions of the collective emotional needs of communities. Among these, the use
of imagery stands out as an ancient and enduring artistic feature, integral to the
essence of poetry itself. Imagery functions as a pivotal rhetorical and aesthetic
device, illuminating the creative portrayal of women within the Arab imagination.

An examination of historical literary periods reveals that women have consistently
been esteemed subjects in poetic works. Folk poets have depicted women through
diverse representations—be it as mothers, sisters, or beloveds—adorned with the
most exquisite descriptions. This study focuses on the portrayal of women in the
poetry of Abdelkader El Khaldi, a prominent Algerian folk poet. El Khaldi's
imaginative prowess vividly illustrates his perceptions of women, portraying them as
embodiments of love, maternal figures, and symbols of the homeland, reflecting a

spectrum of perspectives and rich imaginative expressions.
Keywords: Folk poetry, imagery, women
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