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Summary

With reference to the classical sources, our study demonstrated that Syphax is the first king of
Western Numidia (Masaesyli) who was able to extend his authority and power to Eastern
Numidia. This enabled him to gain an important position in the Ancient Maghreb. In the time
of the conflict in the western basin of the Mediterranean between the great powers of Carthage
and Rome, the King Syphax wanted to prevent his kingdom and the region from the threats of
this conflict. Consequently, he resorted to hold the international conference of Siga in 206 BC,
which is the first international conference that the region witnessed, in the late third century
BC, which gathered the Roman leader Scipio and the Carthaginian leader Hasdrubal at one
table, in order to maintain the international balance between the two powers that were
competing for alliance with Syphax due to the importance of the geographical and military
position of his kingdom. Although he was allied with the Romans, after the Sega conference he
altered to the Carthaginians when he realised the Romans' intentions and expansionist
tendencies in North Africa. However, this did not prevent the Romans from reaching the

Maghreb and conquering it later.
Keywords:

Syphax, Masaesyli kingdom, Siga, Carthage, Romans.



