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Abstract:
With the outbreak of World War | in 1914, the world entered a new
phase of international conflict, the repercussions of which extended to
various regions, including the Maghreb countries, which were at the time
under French colonial rule. Germany sought to expand its political and
propaganda influence beyond Europe, targeting areas under French and
British control, particularly the Maghreb. In this context, it employed various
means and methods to gain the support of the Maghrebi peoples, focusing
especially on religious and nationalistic sentiments to sway them and incite
them against the French presence. Germany portrayed itself as an ally of
Muslims and an opponent of French colonialism, taking advantage of local
resentment toward occupation. It also attempted to influence Moroccan
soldiers serving in the French army and encouraged rebellion and division
within the colonies.
However, the French authorities recognized the seriousness of these
moves and responded with countermeasures that included stricter
surveillance and the use of religious and national discourse to reinforce the
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legitimacy of their presence. These efforts led to the failure of all German
attempts to achieve their objectives in the region, and by the end of World
War lin 1918, Germany's international standing had declined, while French
control and dominance over the region remained intact.

Keywords: German policy — German propaganda —Maghreb countries
(Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco) — World War | — French counter-propaganda.
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