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Abstract 

 In an attempt to unravel the mechanisms  of portraying the Arabian city during the 

pandemic (covid 19), that casted a shadow on novels and novelists , the study at hand used the 

novel "The Nights of Ramada" by Wassini Al-Araj as a model . through tracing the narrative 

and the nature of the places described and tracked in the body of the novel. Especially the 

image of the city and its transformations as a result of Covid-19. The city played a significant 

role as an aesthetic feature through which the reality of pandemics that seizes fragile cities 

was portrayed. this approach traced the mechanisms of realistic and imaginary depiction of 

the city's image in the novel, the ways places are portrayed, and the depiction of places with 

different connotations as a result of being affected by the pandemic and trying to transcend 

the reality. 

 In our two chapter work, we tried to examine the novel . the first chapter dealt aims to 

reveal the mechanisms and methods Wassini adopted to depict  its narrative's places, 

especially the image of the city, between its realistic and imagined portrayal, by tracing the 

spatial polarizations within the novel that had special connotations, and trailing the most 

important existing foci of intertextuality. In the text of the studied novel, in addition to and its 

prominent role in presenting the image of the city. the mechanisms of initiation and export 

also was of  interest within our approach to this novel. 

 As for the second chapter, we tried to delve more into the depths of the novel by 

revealing the mechanisms that the writer used in linking the relationships between time and 

other narrative structures (characters, place, event), to conclude that the depiction of places 

within the novel was not in complete agreement with what was stated by the pioneers of the 

spatial study like Gaston Bachelard's portrayal of the house.  

 Then we moved to follow the self-narrative paths of the protagonist  ,the character of 

Remada, who represented the educated woman, and the doctor who stands in the face of the 

pandemic , who defies death with work, and her love for music and art , and on the other 

hand, she showed us her suffering as a female under the authority of the father and husband, 

which referred us to revealing the implicit culture of this novel. 

 Finally, we concluded with a set of important results that we collected in the 

conclusion of the research, the most important of which is that Wassini tried to write the 
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present without falling into the trap of hastiness,  he challenged  this pandemic and challenged 

death by writing. 

Keywords: place, city, self, narrative, time, Covid 19. 
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