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Abstract

The novel is considered one of the most significant literary genres in
its capacity to embody the complexities of human experience, as it
grants each narrative element a semantic depth that reflects
transformations of both self and society. Within this framework,
Baghdad wa gad intasafa al-laylu fiha by Hayat Al-Raies stands out,
as its characters function as meaningful signs that engage with themes
of identity and belonging. This study aims to analyze the character
from a semiotic perspective, focusing on both its surface and deep
structures, and examining its psychological and cultural dimensions.
Special attention is given to the main character (the narrator/Tunisian
student) as a representation of the displaced self, alongside key figures
such as Professor Saleh Madani, Umm Biyya, and her friend Sabah,
who symbolize knowledge, care, and solidarity. The analysis reveals
that the character in this narrative goes beyond its functional role to
become a semantic structure that expresses the crisis of self in the face
of social and political transformations.

Keywords: Character — Semiotics — Baghdad — Hayat Al-Raies —
Identity — Sign — Signification — Dimensions — Depth
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