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Summary

This study aims to explore the mechanisms of conversational implicature
within the framework of pragmatics in narrative discourse, through an analytical
reading of the novel Thorns and Carnations by the Palestinian writer Yahya
Ibrahim Al-Sinwar. The research adopts the pragmatic approach, which
emphasizes linguistic interaction, context, and communicative intentions that go
beyond the literal meaning of language. The study is divided into two main
chapters. The first chapter covers the theoretical framework, introducing the
concept of pragmatics in terms of its definition, origins, and key areas of focus,
such as speech acts, implicatures, presuppositions, deixis, the relevance theory,
and argumentation. It also explains the notion of conversational implicature, its
types and characteristics, with particular attention to its role in interpreting
implicit meanings within texts .The second chapter is devoted to the practical
application, in which the novel Thorns and Carnations is analyzed using Grice’s
Cooperative Principle and the politeness principle as presented by Leech and
van Dijk. The analysis reveals that the author skillfully employs various
mechanisms of conversational implicature—such as the maxims of quantity,
quality, relevance, and manner—as well as politeness strategies including tact,
modesty, and option maxims. This demonstrates the writer’s artistic ability to
guide meaning on multiple semantic and contextual levels. The study concludes
that conversational implicature serves as an effective analytical tool for
uncovering the deeper structures of literary texts, enabling readers to interpret
implicit meanings and understand discourse through its diverse communicative
dimensions.

.Keywords: Conversational Implicature — Pragmatics — Thorns and Carnations
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